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Africa comes of 
age in global 
sporting events 

For years most of the sporting _ 

1 . . . “"o Du Awnl/i rt_ .... , 


^ flre most of the sporting 
activities have been in the hands 
of Americans and Europeans. But 
what happened in the 1996 
Atlanta Olympic G nines was a 
clear indication that sport is 
chnnginghands from Westerners 
to Africans. 

Africahas grabbed some short 
distance races front Europeans 
an Americans while long distance 
races remain and African affair 
with Kenya, Ethopia, Morocco 
and Algeria, carrying the mantle. 

That South Africa beat New 
Zealand early this ‘year to rqkc 
the world rugby cup was an 
indication of things to come in 
the world of sports. 

The under-23 soccer 
championship has been won by 
Ghana three times and Nigeria 
once thus making the world 
soccer junior cup an African 
affair. 

The Atlanta Olympic soccer 
victory by Nigeria's Super Eagles 
ovcrArgenfiimmarkcdn turning . 

• point in African soccer. Africa 
will now be represented by five 
teams in the next World Cup in 
France in 1998. 

The Super Eagles soared 
above all obstacles on their way 
to crash two of the world ‘s soccer 
giants, Brazil and Argentina. 
Although they did not take part 
in the 1996 African Nations Cup 
citing insecurity in South Africa, 
their Olympic victory put them 
and the continent in history 
books. Indeed, FIFA president 
Joao Hnvelange had earlier 
as serted 1 hni the future of football 
lies in Africa. 

• The Amateur Boxing 
Association of .Kerry u (ABA; 
executive cominittc hns started 
reviewing the national boxing 
tenni s debacle at the Atlanta 
Olympics. 

Constitutionally, the ABA 
should go to the polls by 
September 30 to usher in a new 
executive that, hopefully, will 
oversee the running of the 
association and help revamp the 
declining standards of the sport. 

The rate m which Kenyan 
boxing standards have gone 
down on the international scene 
has reached an alarming 
proportion and unless the 
situation is arrested Kenya may 
lose her status in lire sport. 

1 One certain thing is that 
almost everyone associAted with 
boxing is upin anns condemning 

the latest spate Of thrashing 
Kenyan boxers have Jtad to 
contend with. 

! There has been pressure on 
the ABA- with the government 
tjcingurged to dissolve the entire 
office headad by Johh Roberts* . 
t.n Tavoiir of . a caretaker 
: cq mi nil tee; 

^P^sfOrccIpreckon with, p 
; K^tiyAn boxers jiayb in the recent ' ft 


By Ayokl Onvanao 

years found themselves the 
whipping boys nf every 
tournament .including the 
regional ones. 

In early January, ABA’s 
secretary-general, Stanley 
Wachanga ruled out the 
possibility ofeleclions before the 
Atlanta Olympics, arguing that 
the conducting of the exercise 
would have tampered with the 
smooth preparations of the five 
boxers, who hadqunljficd for the 
. Centennial Games. 

Liulc did Wnchunga know 
that he was flouting the 
constitution he is a custodian of. 
Article II of the constitution 
slates that, “ABA shall meet 
annually on March, 30 an] not 
later than September, 30. subject 
to a. notice of not less than 21 
days before the date of ihc 
meeting. 

It means die current office 
headed by John Roberts, having 
come to office in 1992. should 
have held elections by April (his 
year. But disruption of the 
Olympic Games preparation to 
them was reason enough for 
flouting a constitution. 

The issue of represents lion in 
the AGM has often generated 
healed debate from certain 
quarters. Nairobi liavel 8 active 
clubs, five of them featuring in 
the national league. 

The city branch also provides 
the bulk of (he national team 
boxers. But when it comes to 
AGM, Nairobi sends only three 
representatives, the iamc ns 
Central, Rift Valley and Nyanza 


which have each three clubs 
affiliated. 

This has been the bone of 
contention with Nairobi branch 
demanding that the constitution 
be amended to allow them have 
more say and bigger 
representation than • other 
affiliates in the AGM. 

The Inter-Services; Kenya 
Prisons, KenynPolicennd Armed 
Forces Amateur Boxing 
Association (AFABAj nre 
branches of ABA because they 
are affiliated the same as Nairobi 

branch. Coast. Rift Valley and 
Central. 

ABA constitution stipulates 
that all Inler-Scrvicc boxing 
teams formed in any province 
should operntc under/ili rough 
their respective Associations. 

But this hns not been the case 
in certain qtinrters including 
Nyanza, Rift Valley and Coast. 

If civilian candidates cannot 
seek elections inilic Inler-Scrvicc 
ABA branches, why should non 
civilians invade other branches? 

When ABA executive Victorious nefballer from I 
deregistered Referees and Judges 
Association, it was the beginning ■ ■ ■ 

of the decline oF standards of IJflnlimi 
officiating in the local IUUUU 

competitions, says a former 

ST, °L ‘I? deregislercd . Work and no play makes jack a 
; ,ABA ’ dull boy. Teachers at the Undug u 

rea? Ck ? I,e0d ftHinal Sociel y’ s Basic Education 
before 1983 where it was the Programme (UBEP) schools 

prerogative of the executive to have taken cognisance of that, 
appoint a coach, trainer, team Recently, they organised a UBEP 
manager and team physician." Ball Games Day at the City Sla- 
Mwangt quit amateur boxing dium where football, netball 

■ 1 J , ! ng suspended I tenniquoit and volleyball were 
indefinitely by ABA in 1984. played. . 



Victorious nefballer from Kibera celebrate with song and dance at the City stadium. 

Undugu stages balls games 



By a correspondent 

' Mr Bernard Outn, Undugu 
Society's information officer, 
says the annual activities day hud 
become a tradition at Undugu. 

The recent games involved 
the society's four schools or 
Malharc, Ngomongo. Kibcrn and 
Pumwani. 


The City Stadium games wer 
on league basis. In netballKiber 
was the overall winner scoring 
points. 

In girjs’ tenniquoit, Pumwrni 
was the overall winner with si: 
points while in football Pumwan 
was the overall winner with si: 
points. It was Ihc overall winne 
with six points in volleyball. 




Golf no longer game 
for landed gentry 

“On rba 1... 1 1 „ . . 1 
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Proreffliopal golfer TttntLMinuu,... many are attracted by 
the prize money and TV exposure; •: . ■. ■ 


"On the last hole of the 
tournament, I holed a bunker shot 
to win. There is no greater feeling 
than to win a tournament that 
way. It was die bunker shot of 
my life,” p au ! Azinger, the 
professional golfer was quoted 
as saying after winning the 1993 
golf championship. 

Golf, once considered a 
landed gentry’s game where 
business deals are concluded, is 
increasingly shedding that image. 
Arty body wlto can afford die club 
fees nnd the equipment is 
welcome to join. 

The popularity of the game 
locally is evidenced by the spaed 
taken by the Weekend Golf 
Fixtures column in the Friday 
newspapers in which the venues 
of. various tournaments are : 
awiatinced. j 1 . 

The major, event -r last 


By Stgff Reporter 


Millions more people 1 

oSv n t hWe, f efin ^ week. This creates a tretnendc 

of Kenya s most popular golf platform for all to 

■crie., (he Festival of Golf, were professionals, . 

r.* a ... Meanwhile, Richard Aifil 

nni;.- ? grac J d by lcadin 8 one of the fastest-rising a 

npr B nn Q a |V‘ and , cor P° rate international players, was li 

Mwni k- ifu- SUC “r Messrs rnonlli voted the 1096 golfer * 

S n * Klbakl 8nd Jercmiph ^ year during the Coronqti 

■pi *' • . and Bendor foumdiheiiis held 

■venuel ?i S I ,mporla, . u 8° ,f Nakhm Golf. Club. ' *"• . f s 

JZm "S' include . . . He beat a 5tron g field qf 

Nairobi RnvM w*’ ,^ u bfll S n ' '. golfers when, lie fired 70 mi 
N K r n/ Ul.giow to dn«^ 

Mombasa Thik* M l N ® kurM ! winner.* T3ie two -day event; 

• Today, many people are 'ftfjy^y Ihis year.-Rid 
2? the, professional league •. finished Second ih MaJ 
becaU8e of ‘he: prize sfrofcepiay chairipidiisKip 0 

diw.i„« ll ' V !'’ Ve °i nd • lbe ' l°riqgon sudden death 
Jnonndta media attention. • Ca yftx, of'&mbabwe^ 


• .'I. *.-': *‘ v **..*. '■ . . ' ,*'■•' ’ y l . Aft i y A V' j. v ^ j 1 *?***& 
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The truth shall set you free^* 

(John 8:3-36) ' " 
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Kiambu lobbyists 
want Kanyingi out 


** ““™R‘ b r ‘. * rou P.'‘ , ! i ?8 By James Katululu 
itselftheKiambiiKanu97 Lobby - - - ■ 

Group to discuss "the activities allciziilions " 

Brf character" of the dUlrict Hc said ,, lle s0 . calltd lobby 

wttTSSS? group was not registered and was 
the ruling party headquarters. therefore conducting Us activities 

The group had written to ‘^legally. "'As far as we arc 

Secretary-General Joseph “kerned, Kanu has no lobby 

Kwnotho last August seeking * rou P s of an y na,ure - Jhcse 

permission to convene a meet ing people are conducting illegal 

of all Kanu leaders in the district aclivilies ^ we “t 01101 P 11 ^ 

to discuss Mr Kanyingi who, it ,0 *« spokesman at the 

accuses, of among other things Kl(X told ih is reporter, 

commercialisation of Kanu He satd the allegations raised 

activities and telling lies to the ** the P° U P 00111(1 be taken 

president. seriously since- there were no 

The chairman of the -little- su PP°rtwe documents. “In any 
known group, Mr Makuno case, these people have no moral 

Komu, told this reporter thaflhe obligation or otherwise to discuss 

refusal by Ihe party headquarters matters of the branch. Who 

would workagainst Kanu in the elected them in * e fmil P lac «- 
district now and during next *** where were - the y eiected? " 
year’s general elections. posed. 

Hejaid the group was aware However, Mr Komu insisted 
that Mr Kanyingi had allegedly ‘hat his group was dully 
used his financial. muscle to « c °gnised by other branch 

ensure that the lobby group did officials and it was only Mr 

not hold the meeting “Which was ^nyingi who had, since its 

supposed to -end his political fonnation,cpnlinuedtostiffloit8 
career onpe and for all ” activities. But he admitted that 

He vowed the grohp would they were not register^, 
not succumb to Mr Kanyingi 's . 1 ■» sure ofis thflt w e 

intimidation and it would Cfln P rovc a11 these aUe 8 ation8 
continue lobbying for his removal a « abst Ka ny*ngi if . we are 

Aom the distrietparty Ieadersliip aUowed to meet withother branch 

In-- a memorandum made officia . ls - of ^“ciins 
available to this reporter and lhose branch leadership, 
addressed to Mr Karnotho. the . knoW 11,81 ^ are 1016 but 
group says it needs to meet scaredofdiicussing the activities 
urgently withthebranoh Officials of the chairman," he said. ’ 

Eersonal condust 

, h ,,y * i h * t r l - , K ^“ 

^ro accuses the party branch boss headquarters, or President Moi 

of in^uenoing the transfer bf mlArveties, the party will neVer 

Provincialadminlstrationofficera ""f" * lh ®-^ a 

from the area hhd vices ibldted to 811(1 P F> v * ce at lar 8®* 

Und k • . ' “In Kiambu; the party: ti 

Ef6ms bythisreportier to traCfe controlled by a . few : ricl| ' 
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An Amnesty International doctor- 
has decried ihe high degree of 
corruption in Kenyan prisons could be prevented, she said, 
saying that il was responsible The- Norwegian born doctor 

for the denial of medicine to did not spare Kenyan 
prisoners. Parliamentarians for not doing 

She said the inadequacy of ■ much to better the lot of prisoners 

medical personnel, Ihe rough in that they had not found it 
conditions they work under and necessary, to push legislation 
their- negative. altitude towards through Parliament calling for 

their work exacerbate the plight the betterment of conditions -in 
of ariy'-Kenyan who happens to prisons, 
go to jail. Another worrying issue was 

' lack of water in prisons. In some 

A senior officials the Kamiti prisons thereis not even water to 

Maximum prison* -had confided wash hands and prisoners* .were 

fr®* me<lloal bud B et ®°r. - * forced to use contaminated water, 

ihe 3,000 plijspnsoncrs and Again t he. question 4f clothing 
more Ilian * 1,000 wardens and an( j beddings .left a lot to be 
their famiherwns S h 13,000 per ■ 'desired withsome oflhe prisoners 
annqm. . „ • being unable to comeoufof their 

She told a stunijpd audieiice ' hide-outs beenuse they are" 
attheLenanaMdunt Hotel that a pornianomly nOked. 

singledoctor was in-chargoof , Human Rights la wycrMirugi 

four jnajor prisons around ■ KaritiWcahedforan independent ■ 
Nairobi and that he Jias to use ■ commission for the prisons and 
matatos |» move fromonb prison: ; . police departments to enable the 
to the other. The Al medic, wits officers woikingllieretoopwate 

speaking after the launching of j . freely and have security of tenure 
A Oeath Sentence: Prisons ; if the suffering, through wh^ch 
Conditions in Kepya by tHe ; J Kqnyans are goipg throughUto, 
Kenya .: Human .. .Rights < ! .'be reduced. ■ ..l. i .. 

Comifiissibn (KttRCl). = ‘ }. V - : The Nakum-based etdvoctUq; 

Drl Kiluyl Said ihe nk : ft • v «wl one p'me detainoe obsorved 
whioliptvcin.a^ have txi^i-dyihg • thal hpwl from alotof presgine 
in gbvemqteht Hb 9 >ilais told a t > belngasseited^lt thebffiirials.qf 
Iqtalxnilth^siaidoifmoc^nhfy-'s :' the tWo^dcpwfrnent? uy,<froth ; 


By JaffMbure 


Jdambu Ktoii [strongman Ktirfa Kanyingi 

derided to summon MrKanyingf 


traasliren 


fi'to onswer 


fotwarded .to ihe national . ^fficjals cjf tljjd tobby^ grdup ^ ..d^Wssed,: . * • • :■ .= * 
.were^riaf “butthe issues riled " 'ft^essr* ' *X«r«y b JiMBritr, . ■ - 
found $.bepbtty <ind mere secretary, “ 
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sideling 
teaching 
of CRE 

a correspondent 

Churches should lake in jnediate 
steps to fund the-teaching of the 
Christina faith in both primary 
and secondary schools. 

• This was said by the Rev C.B. 
Peter of thfr Department of 
Religion, Moi- University, who 
warned that unless such steps 
were taken, the : teaching of 
Christian ReligiousvEducation 
(CRE) and the related subjects is 
likely to disappear from school ■ 
curricula. 

As a sign that religious 
education was not getting proper 
attention in the country-'* 
institutions of learning, the Rev 
Peter cited both Nairobi and Moi 
universities where CRE had been 
replaced by a general discipline 
known as ‘'religion.” 

Speaking on the topic 
Religious Education and Human 
Dignity, at a seminar in Eldoret, 
thedon claimed that religion as a 
subject in the universities was 
approached from a social 
scientific point of view and there 
is liltleor nochurch participation 
interim of curricula designing. 

• “Thus in the life of an average 
lecturer in religion at the 
university level, there is a 
complete separation be tween his 
or her personal faith and die 
teaching content at the university 
arid this forces such a lecturer to 
come, to terms with a new 
curriculum system designed by 
the church when teaching CRE 
at the school level," he said 

Another factor which the Rev i 
Peter presented as leading to I 
eveiy possibility that religious 
education in Kenya was about to 
become extinct is the 
unwillingness .by both the ■ 
Ministry of Education, and the 
International ■ Monetary Fund 
(iMB) to continue funding its 
teaching. 

He Hppreciated-ihe fact that 
the Kenyan society is deeply 
religious but this contrasted with 
the mural fabric of our-society 
which continues to fall apart as 
evidenced by rampant crime, 
Aids andSTD’s, drug trafficking, 
road carnage, cascsofrape, incest 
and child defilement and the so- 
-called “land clashes'" ; 



It is widely believed (hat the 
Kenya government is-Bolely 
responsible foi the declining food 
production and 1 the subsequent 
food insecurity in the country. 

I "The policies that have been 
I pursued by our government 
during the post-colonial period 
have notalways been appropriate 
for encouraging food production 
1 and the subsequent food 
security,” Mr Bars* Kundu 
-Nyujcuri of the Department of- 


By Seth Muslsl 


History and.Govemment at (he 
Nairobi University's Kjxuyu 
Campus, told arfNCCK Training 
of Trainers workshop in Kitui 
recently. 

Speakingon“Democracyand 
Economic Development: Famine 
and Food Insecurity in Kenya," 
the don charged that the pricing 
policies which emphasize the 




protection of die consumer have, 
in most cases, been implemented 
at -the expense of the Kenyan 
farmers. 

On the other hand, he- said 
most of the researen by the Kenya 
Agricultural Research Institute 
(K ARI) and incentive systems in 
the country had been -directed 
towards the production of cash 
crops at the expense of - food 
crops. 

The participants came fiom 


Machakos, Makueni and Kitui. 

While Kenya’s population 
has been viewed as one. of the 
major causes of food insecurity, 
Mr Nyukuri said Kenya was not 
over-populated compared to 
other countries. 

He said there was increasing 
evidence to infer that about two- 
thirds of Kenya’s potentially 
arable land was not under 
cultivation and cited poor storage 
facilities which had led to food 
wastage. 


But he aald the accusing Gnu 
cannot be pointed at £ 
government alone. Other, * 
blame include the African e& 
multinational corporation 

western donor government^ 

donor agencies like the Wofl 
Bank and the International 
Monetaiy Fund. 

These, he said formed, u 
"anti-fanner coalition” W |»« 
lifestyle and interests were quite 
different from those o£-Kenya'i 
rural majority. 



Brutality 

decried 




The brutality in which violations 
of individual rights and liberties 
in Kenya are carried out raises 
serious concern, the Kenya 
Human Rights Commission 
(KHRC) says in- its January to 
June report. 

Itdocuments extremely brutal 
cases of human rights violations, 
extrajudicial killings of suspects 
by security forces, use of torture 
to extract information by police, 
escalating acts of banditry in 
Northen and Eastern Kenya, etc. 

The KHRC cites the case of 
Mukinyo Muliia, a robbery 
suspectwho died of bleeding after 
his testicles were bitten off by a 
policedog in Mombasa on March 
20 as an example of the sadistic 
nature of these brutal killings. 

Another example is that of 
Evans Atsango who was gunned 
down outside his employer’s 
house in Kiambu in February for 


From Page 1 ^ 

. . ' , government circles, anions 

fcemg and -they fear losing their lawyers and human rights Jobbj 


in prisons 

3Rfhc in nrioAnn _ .i • ..... 


. He attributed apathy in the 
society to the myopic altitude in 
which both the church and 
individuals had- bedome more 
personalized and cared less what 
happens -tomorrow. ; 

: reasons were* 

* poetical over-sensitivity and 
.bolansaiiort ajuj cuttfiula 
r^w^ment.whire (he average 
; of reHfcioiis 


jobs. ■ 

■This is why they behave in 
unethical witys, treat prisoners 
and suspects in inhuman manner 
and are prone to corruption. 

The. lawyer said that before 
independence there was an 
independent police commission 
and thi* worked, well and there 
was less corruption with the 
force . 

"Today, it is not- impossible- 
to see police and prison officers 
losing their jobs over flimsy 
ransom advanced by politically 
correct personalities or oilier 
personalities who may have 


groups. 

According to the KHRC, 
other rights organizations such 
as Amnesty- International, Africa 
Watchs the International 
Federation Of Women Lawyers 
(F1DA) Kenya Chapter qnd the 
International Committee of. the 
Red Cross hdve done some 
documeiationon torture pnd other 
human rights abuses indetention 
camps, police cells and- prisons 
throughout Africa but have never 
focussed in depth on (he Kenyan 
pnson system. 

_ The -report of FJBA Kenya 
Chapter focussed on custodial 


llY.* m *y n “ ve rapier focussed on custodial 
Bridge agRinstsuch officers. It i& conditions, dealing exclusively 
not uncommon to hasr thwu* with fpmaU:.. i . y 


not uncommon to hhar these 
officers saying ‘I don't want to 
friwaga unga y^ngu’ whenever 
. forced to do something which 
they know is not. proper," -.Mr 
Mirygi told the nearly 100 


with female inmates whereas the 
Red Cross did in-depth research 
on general Kenyan prison 
conditions, but its reports are- 
cohfid&ntiaL ' - . .! 

' .The Attorney General has 


■ :i : SSr ^.W^vcrihg'the 

■ v.- 1 ri- v^- : ... 


• y?' kuc iivariy ■ i ne Attorney General Has 

. parents to the seminar. publicly acknowledged th!! 
- TJeJauncJted report says "it conditbns in Kenyan prisons are 
OTiSfn V - eCn | ' ih * 1 — ^ enyan r , de P lorab ^ while the Minister^f 
SP gome .Affairs anil National 

, .Th,; 2.6,^. ii ; jgg& teBffl af. 
■ generating . much concert In : 


deaths in prisons due- to their 
terrible conditions. 

■ According to the KHRC, 
Kenya’s prisonpopulatiort keeps 
increasing, and prison conditions 
have become an important public 
concern. 

“However, the actual issues 
of prison conditions tend to be 
discussed superficially withiitUe 
concrete data to support-'the 
various. assertions: Some ex- 
prisoners have documeted their 
experiences in autobiographies, 1 
and. many lawyers also have 
stories to tell about prison 
■ conditions As told to them by 
their clients. 

. "Magistrates and judges 
sitting in criminal trials have 
heard numerous applications by. 
prisoners regarding their welfare 
while in custody, and the 
newspapera have occasionally 
reported direedy o reconditions. 
However, up till now: there has 

bflnn nn ' 


conditions in prisons amount to 
double punishment for those who 
sferve time and sometimes result 
in-death for even the.most petty 
offenders. 

Moreover, the nature of the 
country’s criminal justice system 
means that many people are jailed 
■ awaiting trial even though they 
may be innocent. 

"The .deaths of these people 
« an unwarranted and terrible 
abuse of their right to life. lit 
addition, one of the major 
purposes. of the. prison system 
should berehabilitation, with the 
intention of systematically 
reducing the prison population 
and crime in society. Obviously, 
poor conditions make 
rehabilitation impossible, "’the 
document argues. j < - 

• The human rights watchdog 
observes -that prisoners are ,a 
: forgotten part of . the Kenyan 


By Jeff Mbure 

allegedly “robbing” a bank. T 
killing, says KHRC, attests 
the ludicrous nature of sor 
police explanations for era 
judicial killings. 

"The killing of Njcodem 
Mfln'ori by Kanu youth wingt 
inNakuru for breaking a windc 
pane tells a sad stroiy of abuse 
power," the KHRC asserts inti 
119-page document. 

The Commission recorded' 
killings by police during the fu 
half -of 1996. “The number i 
‘suspects’ and ‘wanted’ crimina 
being shot by- the police h 
increased drastically. The on 
version of the shooting is that i 
the police; suspects, beii 
dangerously ‘armed’, ‘shootout 
gnd ’defying’ orders to stop.. 

"It apears that-there is no la 
goveming lhe police conduct: 
regard -Jo ■ use of power." tl 
KHRC observes. 

In mostextra-judicial killing 
(he Flying Squad and the polk 

"hot Ifries” feature- prominent!; 

"While we appreciate th: 
crime hAf Jo be combatted, th 
must be done without violalin 
the individual's fundament! 
right, to life. In this case, ih 
mahagementof the 'hot-lines' an 
other operations of the Flyin 
Squad must be vetted to ensui 
that no more extta'rjudjcli 
kilHnga-unlawftil and deliberal 
killings earned out by order o 
the government in': with it 
acquescience continue,", tb 
commission warns. - 

Another disturbing treni 
concerns the use of tortire a* i 
means of extracting confession: 
• irom suspects. 

Says the IQHRC: "While iht 
regular .police skoot suspepls u 
the street, Xdministralior 


nowever, un till now there h»« i ,7. . ■ 

' , been no consolidation or P°F^ a ^^^o r ightsareofien 
informed analysis' of these and 'i ^ .^^^ovehimen t 

- other -sources of iniffin 2 - 9^ cl|i 2 ? ns. * arguep. that 
' 1 the KHRC report sXs, l>; ■’ : fiKJSr 1 ^J 0nera ’right8are 

mwmmm 




■ custodyat their respective C 

Apparently the APa.t 
m.assiVje -powers • un# 
repressiyeCliiefsActi”: . 
:■ regrets’ ‘jithat.- 
. itommissibaH'. p^Poilije w 
• -.Altomey^ef^efql have-ndt 
;;- keen di^.lp'rosepqting 1 ? 
; ofp w^,j|)r;t4k^gianyoth^ S 
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Dons counter 


By Sflth Muslsl 

A group of university teachers 
and the personnel at Kenya 
InstituteefEducation have come 
-up with a methodology that will 

promote the eradicationof gender 
stereotypes which . have 
characterised most of the aphool 
textbooks, readers, fiction -and 
other educational materials. 

This was said by Dr Wonjiku 
Mukabi Kabira who chairs the 
Kenya . • Oral Literature 
Association at Nairobi 
University’s Department , of 
Literature in a paper titled 
Promotionof Effective Learning 
of Both Girls and Bovs. 

Dr Kabira is also the 
Consultant/Co-ordinator for 
Collaborative Centre for Gender 
and Development. .She told a 
Nairobi workshop that while 
developing- the methodology - 

ABC of Gender Analysis 
Framework for. Teacher-Pupil 
Interaction - the group looked at 
textbooks from primary and 
secondary schools; readers,- 
teacher training texts, 
kindergarten-texts and observed 
interaction between teachers and 
mipils; 

She said the group later came 
up with a ret of variables that one 
can use to carry out gender 
analysis to bridge the gender gaps 

The workshop was told that 
when a teacher- presented or 
delivered a lesson, there were 
many things that' dan impact on 
boys and girls differently. For 
instance, girls are likely, to take 
more time before raising, their’ 
hands,- not because they d<> not 
know the answer, -.but because 
their socialisation process makes 
them timid.- 

"When you begin Idoking at 
the- gender perspective in this 
JtepecV'she explained, "you 
begin torealise how uasy it is for 
bays to put up. their hands 
even when they are .at buic of 
the answen." 

The workshop hehrdlhat the 
boys are likely to do that because 
their -socialisation process 
Poparts them to take risks, while 
gtrU are not prepared to take'. 
n «?» be nee .are afraid of saying 
fo* wrong thing and unless they 
«re encouraged Will not take the 
nskoE.being wrong. 

Thedon said it was important 
jw iMchers to b6 sensitive to 
haw easily they could promote 

traditional stereotypes. For 
fiance, when they reward agirl 
fobwrtg the best amorigthe girls!'- ! 
■witereaa they reward thfboyfpt I- 

_ Dt Mukabi,. Who js ttiso /ti': 
m ^oq;of the Foturhfpr African 

• : l j.'''; . 


Wpmen Educationalists 
(FAWE), asked: "Does the 
teacher reward a girl for getting 
60% while a boy .is reprimanded 
for getting 70% and insist -Jie 
could have scored more? What 
are the implications of this? What 
are. you saying to the boy and 
what- are you saying to the girl 
And in all the girls in the class?” 
She said if the teacher thought 
therefore -that a girl can only be 
best among girls, he/she is 
sending a very strong -message 
not only to pupils, but also to the 
community. 



GSl-project director Nancy Gachoka addresses members and guests of Gathukaioe development project in Mathioja. 


Chesoni is my 
appointee — Moi 


step 


With the re-appointment of 
retired JustieeZaccheus Chesoni 
as the chairman of the Electoral 
Commission of Kenya, President 
Moi has recorded his stamp of 
approval in the man most 
oppositionists disapprove of. 

-Meanwhile, on Tuesday last 
Week the Electoral Commission 
submitted its- report on the 
creationof 22 newconBtituencies, 
just before the expiry of its term 
of office at midnight last 
Wednesday, 

The report was received with 
mixed feelings, with both the 
ruling party, Kanu, and the 
opposition, expressing concern 
with its submissions. 

In somequarters, leaders were 
happy with . what the Chesoni- 
led Commission had done in its 
five-year term of office. 

The-majority of Kenyans are 
dissatisfied with the creation of 
the 22 constituencies although 
that is the- maximum -number 
allowed .by the law. 

According to Justice Chesoni, 
the country needs not leas than 
48 new constituencies, but - he’ 
rightly Bays that his -hands were- 
tiedby the law. 

■In the many areas the 
Commission visited prior to the 
compilation of the report, -moBt 
Kenyans expressed.the need -for 
the creation -of new 
constituencies, argulng.that vast 
parts of the country hadremained 
underepresented in parliament 
for a long time. 


! The Coitomission gave Ri ft 
Valley five new constituencies. 
Western and Central, provinces 
four more seats each while 
Eastern and Nyanza got thty© 
sApts each,- North : Eaiterh and 
.Cfcast, provinces got ondkhety 
c^stituency each,, - 


By James Katujulu 

new constituencies, given font 
population was. not a major 
consideration like was the case 
in the past.- 

Opposition politicians argue 
that Rift Valley, which, is well 
represented by Kami, was 
favoured irr the allocations and 
that new constituencies were 
created in opposition areas only 
where- Kanu hoped to make in- 
roads in next year's general 
elections. 

Kanu is almost assured of 
winning all the Rift Valley seats 
created by the-Commission as 
indications are that it influenced 
the creation of new-seats. 

In Central Province, for 
example, Murang'a^ Thika, 
Nyandarua and Kirinyaga 
districts got one constituency 
each. ' 



NaJrobii with the -m6<t. : 

d^ely populated cqnstitoeflweia. ' 

. 'in thPco^^.didflgtget*^ 
hewironatifueucy, 'l 
k-} ^‘ia-'bqt cIwr^-whai'Ta^brp ';. 
i^Urtced:ih^oreftt|ra df tf&i 

i & * -f . *.v • i ; : .r- r v ,: '7 -r 


m 
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The -new seats, Ol-Kaloii -in 
Nyandanip, Kerugoya-Kutus in. 
Kirinyaga; Gatundu South in. 
Thika andMadiioya In Murqng’a, 
larelhought tohayebeen. created 
with specific Kanu candidates in 
mind. 

ObKalou, carved frqip the. 
Vast ,'^ipipirj, Kiningop j . and . 
Ndaragua constituencies iS seta. 

afi intended foral^utartdldate,,/ 

l.LL-A-'LiM. 1 


hosts I tfo Nyatidfron IdW teict • 
hj^iiprtere'. was^foreaeriy'ithe'; 


political base for Kanu in 
Kipipiri. 

During the by-election, it was 
only in andnroundOl'Knlou that 
the ruling party registered any 
meaningful support and 
observers are of the view that the 
party could generate more 
support if it can -get a more 
influeutial.person in the locality. 


Mathioya, carved from. 
Kangcma constituency, is the 
political domain -of Kanu 
Secretary-General Joseph 
Kamotho, a poor loser in 
Kangema, currently represented 
* by FORD- As ili's John Michuki. 
Mathioya gained promine nee 
by being -elevated to divisional 
status lasL year. Sincer Mr ; 
Kimotho lostthe Kangema bid 
in 1992, he has concentrated his 
development efforts in M at hi oy a 
division and rumours were the 
. rife that hew as likely to transfer 
his political interests to the new 
division. 

However, it cannot be 
conclusive that Mr Kamotho will 
have an. easy time given that 
Murang’a is generally a FORD- 
Asili domain. 

Kerugoya-Kutus, observers 
sayi-wascroated with the wealthy 
chairman p f the Sarova Groupof 
Hotels and Kirinyaga' Kanti 
branch oh airman John Kariuki in 
mind; ' 

i 

Gatundu- South is seen: as 
targeted for the late-Mzee Jomo 
KenyaUa’s.son, IJhunfc who has . 
bfeeft touted by none other- thah 
President' Moi as a "reliable 

, Ieader;V -' 1 ■ ; ' 

y Although tJhuru has never 

personally- . expressed any 
. political intetestdllierin the arep 
'■ oEslsewheie. jl isblearlhat Ipan u 
; ; opwa4ves froto . KlAiribii. iand 
i BpeclficaUy Gawndu, haye be©n 

■ hU?i' .for A pol^ticdlseat, 

: •Unuro-managesthCiKeny^ta 

I fan^f^ge^rowofTpura 


Three communities, two in 
Western Kenya and the other in 
Murang’a. are ready to own and 
control development projects 
initiated by non-governmental 
organisations and rehabilitate 
those wliiclv hove stalled or 
abandoned by contractors. 

This came out during a onc- 
week fact-finding lour ' by 
consultants from Gender 
Sensitive Initiative, an NGO 
based in Nairobi. 

Consultants ' Gertrude 
Kopiy o, a programme director; 
Nancy Wambui Gachoka, a 
project .director; Priscilla 
Mulhoni, project co-ordinnior 
and Irene Wanjiku Makara, 
project assistant toured GSI 
resource centre at IguHti in 
Kakamega district, Oyugis in 
Racliwonyo and Gaitheri in 
-Murang’a. 

The Iguhu community, 
through their central 
management committee told (he 
visitors that top on the list of 
priorities is the rehabilitation of 
multi-million Iguhu Health' 
Centre which has stalled since 
1988. 

It* was alleged that the 
contractor abandoned work afrer 
being paid nearly Sh 10 million 
by a foreign donor through the 
provincial administration. 


By a-correspon d enl 

The local GSI project 
manager, Dorcas Mbcle&ia, 
claimed the contractor had Since 
been blocking efforts by other 
donors to continue . with the 
construction from where lie hud 
left because he wanted first lobe 
paid a Sh 3 million balance plus 
interests. 

At Oyugis. the team wns 
informed that ihut-un uinmity had 
agreed in principlu to raise Sh 
100 each towards the purchase 
of an oil processing machine 
which wilt manufacture locally- 
grown sunflower. 

JohnOdhiambo, the chairman 
of central management 
committee at Oyugis GSI 
Resource Centre, informed the 
consultants that 34 acres of land 
had been donated nnd farmers 
given free input which included 
sunflower, soya beans, ordinary 
beans, sukuma wiki, tomatoes, 
onions, pesticides and mats for 
dryins seeds. 

And to ensure that this is done, 
the community' has already 
rehabilitated the Gatangu Water 
Project which had been dormant 
for many years and were about to 
instal an engine and pomp at 
Thuruihuru R iver from where the 
water will be supplied. 
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Boutros-Ghali deserves 

a second term at UN 

A concerted open and behind-the-scenes campaign has started in 
earnest for the hot seat of the United Nations Secretary General 

B^sGhafi 36111 18 ° n8 ' Serving E *mian diplomat 1 Boutros- 

* PySo^os-Ghali, 73, is rounding up his first term in office. 
But he is keen to serve a second tenure in office just like his 
predecessors did. His re-election is backed so far by the 
UrgamsaU on of African Unity, permanent UN members France. 
Russia and China and a good number of developing countries. 

States is °PP° sed to re-election and 
w »eld.its veto at the international organisation to 
stop him from obtaining a secondlerm whenhis mandate expires 

anSfn^ .* t U u- SCCS ^ 88 a " icem "> ■« 

an mdividual but questions his reform records. 

This, view is apparently shared by the United Kingdom, the 
other permanent member of the UN. 

be , nflive ° n 0Ur P arl 10 dismiss Pohu of view-of 
wZ! if. SU P®“ powcr in I* 1 * world-today) as against the 

leadership of a man from the developing world. But its stand 
■ againstDr Boutros-Ghali, the man whoplayedsuchacrucialrole 
m the rapprochement between Israel andEgypt and the man who 
has restructured the bloated UN from a staff of 1 2,000 to 9 000 
« questionable. 

- Th® positing at times adopted. by countries with the political 
financial and technological clout when it comes to matters that 
C ° n S S“ 5er ones is to say the least unfortunate. 

U, e ™£ US ***** t0 back Dr Boutros-Ghali's re-election, 
2? ^ acotrefll y toemploy all 

? ta,ack IO •»“» his stay .it the seat of world 

tDOk ^ 0r ' thc E 8W ia, ‘ Jiinde- j[ clear lhat he had 

diTsh^h 'irS™ — his fiisL mission was to streamline 
the aluggish UN admimaralion by merging the economic and 
°^* ces in *° 8 stnglu department. 
aiii Western world, the US included, gave him a J 00 per cent 

approval rating. Other mortals may have been happy with this 
Western approval. But the new man at the New York UN office 

hnrt, h!il? e er .r d *?J?r iat * ho ’ m Ws ' career - bw bathed flattery of 
both htmselF and that of other people. 

^ J™ e ;, duri ^ to* there have been disasters of various 

magiutudw There were, for instance. Somalia, Rwanda and 
Bosnia. The latter seems to be his nemesis, for it was after the UN 
rauure to bring peace in the troubled region that the big western 
powera moved m and thereafter the peace process started, 
n *? IS "^thstanding. we feel that the time for Dr Boutros- 
BoutrosGhali is not-up yet and the United States should hold its 
guns and let tins international civil servant continue. for another 
term of office. 

After all he has started a process which, ^strengthened can 
ensure a strong and more respected United Nations. 

Matiba made a point 

It is unfortunate that the genllemenand ladies of the Fourth Estate 
are him by the truth that recently came from FORD-Asili boss 

Kenneth Matiba s mouth. 

Mr Matiba revealed that some of them are in the payroll of 
politicians, jnerchants and crooks of whatever description, to curl 
news m their favour and ensure that their rivals' are painted black 
tor public consumption.' 

Media executives from Likoni Road, Kimathi Street. Harambed 
Avenue, Kenyatta Avenue, etc will tell anybody who cares to 
know that they have some black sheep among their staff. And it 
is an open secret that these black sheep arc what they pretend to- 
be today first through well-padded khaki envelopes, plots, Dubai 
JJJJJJJ* Sal0 ° n CarS md latCly Soulh Korewi originated 

. Instead of the Kenya Union of Journalists protecting these i 
and raiUn S against Mr Matjba’s disclosure 1 

ac ^P lcdlI ieir .existence. It should then come up ' 
wuha solution of cleaning up the profession. • < 

There is no doubt that when-a proper review of this couhtrv’s 
democrahsahon process between 1 993 and 1 996 is undertaken ' 
“* peJS ° I ? el wm ** found waiMing-wid wiB' indeed be 1 

of adSo?^ e i5 t ' :dl i?^r nn ° k t0 * grca[ oxte W. hav ebecn moro , ‘ 
ygntxri oye. ^ S.ciehuy G.bofal of the . . 
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Creating a global 
democratic village 

The latest tcclinologieal 
evolution is definitely the 
Internet, a wonderful tool for the 
free and open exchange of 
information and opinion 
globally. 

Indeed, developed and 
developing countries have forged 
a consensus that the -best 
information network should be 
built around private investment, 
flexible regulation, competition 
and free access to information. 

These guiding principles are 
closely linked and depend on one 
another for effectiveness. This is 
where the. Internet comes in. 

However, this technology has 
its own disadvantages especially 
those related tothe corruption of 
morals and culture. 

It is because of this factor that 
countries such as China and 
Saudi Arabia have moved in to 
censor what .comes in through 
the Internet. 

| * Nevertheless the advantages 
will in Lhe long run outweigh the 
disadvantages of this technology. 

Presently it is affordable, by 
.only a few organisations and 
individuals in this country but it 
is hoped that their advantage wi 11 
be fell all over in' the course of 
lime. 

■ Mercy Kagan, 
Kabete 

Women’s potential 
yet to be realised 


small -holder co-operative and 
plantation farmers in Kenya will 
remain elusive until the 
marketing of the crop is free from 
the present monopoly. 

Whereas moslprimaiy stages 
of the industry are liberalised, 
there remains a major bottleneck 
in auctioning of coffee which is 
' still a .preserve of the Coffee 
Board of Kenya (CBK). 

The monopoly impedes the 
free flow of benefits (hat should 
hnve accrued to fanners. The 
CBK charges farmers nearly ten 
per cent of gross value from 
coffee sales, long before the 
farmers, get their payments. 

It is common knowledge lhat 
opening up of marketing to 
competition will have immediate 
effect of reducing marketing 
costs, increase efficiency and 
accountability. 

Il will free farmers from 
unrealistic marketing charges 
levied by the existing monopoly 
and give them achoice of optional 
marketing agents. 

Claims by the monopoly in a 


The United Slates First Lady, 
Hitlaiy Rodham Clinton, is on 
record as having told the 
international gathering of women 
in Beijing last year that 
democracy is a constantly 
evolving process -and that 

women's rights are human rights. 

By extension, il should be 
realised, especially by a good 
number, of men in this country, 
that women have the same God- 
given potential as men and that 
they should be enabled so that 
they have authority over their 
own lives. 

Men should appreciate that 
women have as much diversity 
in their feelings and theft minds 
• 88 men do andthat they should be 
accorded (he opportunity tofulfiU 
Ihctf.pptenlinl and havea retain 
determining what that potential 

Y ■ 

. I ■ V ■, Muthonifyauke, 

' "i. . Nairobi 
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The recently formed 10-member 
human rights body ought to be 
dismissed and condemned 
because of its partisaorole going 
by its response to the unregistered 
political party Safina’s delayed 
registration. 

Safina soughttheinfervention 
of the rights body to investigate 
human rights violation, abuse of 
power by those in authority as 
well as observing the conduct 
and services' rendered to the 
public by civil servants. 

Therights body is, jn my view, 
justanothcrKanu public relations 

organ. That is why it is avoiding 
issues which will harm Rami. 

Safina was not before-a court 
oflaw and therefore the chairman 
of the government-appointed 
rights body only created -a 
scapegoat denying Safina a 


, The Editor, Another Buru Buru 

Target plot grabbed 

Roy denno I wishto draw the attention of lhe 

U . 7 r recently introduced Operation 

Nairobi. Finmbi environmental group and 

anybody else who cares to lhe 

I possibility of an almost thret- 

Liberalisation of coffGG industry “repiotwithinBuruBuraEswe 

The full benefit of liberalisation localdaily newspaperthot milling ^Tsay^here"^ 

^"2* industt y 10 bo * losses r rc high are on *y 

Xtilfoiforr^n? IVe A Jcflectmg fnr,ners from on the plot which^was enmiarkwl 

rin f ? ■ K °T W u n dlSCU3Sing t,,e real issuc tl'»t for a church, social centre and a 

f^h 1Ve “"r : ' , the b,ocks ,hcm 60111 benefiting fully children ‘s playground, 

marketing of the crop is free from from their produce. Rodents Se oenurbed bv 

'mcreLTo^ta,' , i T int iBh C ° St ° f RUS,flinin fi ,llc facl •hm they wake up in lhe 

tllC CB , K Coffec Inar kciing , naming lo find these markings 
J m0n0puly at ncar,y 10% of dlc although during the day hardly 

in auciinnin<?n£rifr gros 5 carnif igs annually for any activity lakes place. Perhaps 

still a.oreserve of th^rwr' 5 ‘ nere * y 66lI, S dlc auctioneers thc grabbers are scared given lhal 

Board of Kenva W banil i ncr is presently the biggest a few of them hive been chased 

The mnnnnnlv ii problem affecting farming. away and threatened with 

free flow of ih^f chn U ^y them nature, monopolies physical assault whenever they 

Lve^n^nfn™!^ m V,brant - i cconom i es are iryto erect beacons in the estate 

uwe accrued to fanners. The expensive, inefficient and Let the grabbers know one 

^ ce^of S fi Z e ' v, XZfi ten Una S C ° Unlflb,C ' tilings: Bur® Bum reridenis are 

g I fr °. m . E °wever, fanners are happy „ ot going t0 watch indifferently 

.offee sales long before the with thc recent announcement us Uic plots meant to^enefittlieii 

armertget their payments. by the government that further community go lo greedy 

Ills common knowledge lhat . liberalisation of thc coffee politically-correct individuals, 
ipening up. of marketing lo mdustry, including marketing. They will try legal redress andif 

ompcl.tio n wdIha v eimmed.at c will be implemented i„ mid this fails resort to physical 

effect of reducing marketing November, 1996. solution. Wanjihl Gracr, 

iST ^ a,ld F “ l! . libernlisalion of Btfru Buru III 

Ii will r e marketing will give farmers 

mrPBiic.v ? i, f ^ merS u fr0m to choose among several KGnVGVI iGSdGfS 

mreahslic marketing charges marketing agents besides CBK, 1 

by the ^liiig monopoly purely on consideration of low Ho n nt C3f6 

2SSSS5E” cb,rec, ’ - effic,ency and 

Claims by lhe monopoly in a tPCU, rjlg 

nan rights body 

was a court issue do so from the Jiilltops. 

Kenyans know pf several One gets the feeling that diey 

organisations cropping up with subconsciously are atlunert-io 
different titles ranging front task managing this country wmdenng 

forces, commissions and human M 

nghts bodies and the outcomeof 11 Io 8 ,c ‘J 

their investigations andresearch engaged in the destabihsaMnPt 

remains unknown. This, despite 8 farmer ’ 8 orgamsatioD like uij 
the. fact that these bodies^are. ' Kenya Co-operative Gcamentt 
bankrolled with public money : ' Thennn in this country shouW 

• Examples of such are Ngai squarely be. attributed to 

Ndethya train disaster leadership. Somebody once said 

commission, Mtongwe ferry *bata.peqplp gets the leadership 

disaster commission etc 7 that they deserve. But dp W e ? 

Joseph Mutua, . . . ^ aa *** Mu S 

_ • Nairobi. . ' ' •' ,.T W rV 


Doubts over human rights body 
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Taking responsibility of self 

Ymlriirlitnrtiilnn ihan'nn. i... Mitlvih' 


YoUreditoiialon the rising wave 
■ .of crime ih both urban- and rural 


wiiat happenfed fetid'ntly 
Limuru . and. (jithuriguyi W 


MSA-NBI 
walk: Kuria 
in plea for 
sponsorship 

By Staff Reporter 


Well-wishers have been asked to 
generously support a Mombasa. • 
lo Nairobi walk planned by the 
Jehovah Jireh .Christian Homes 
in aid of street children and 
families. 

The homes founder and 
director, retired CPK Archbishop 
Wan asses Kuria is appealing for 
support through prayers and 
generous contribution to the 
cause of thc disadvantaged 
members of our society. 

Archbishop Kuria has in. 
particular appealed for support 
for the four men and two women 
who have so far confirmed their 
willingness to undertake . the 
walk. 

He said the organization was 
involved in a massive. campaign 
to raise monies for the various 
programmes the - home is 
undertaking for the street children 
and poor families. 

Jehovah Jireh Christian 
Homes for Street Cliiidrcn and 
Families was started to nssist thc 
poor, street children and families * 
in the slums and streets ofiirbnn 
areas. 

It also establishes, creates, 
operates and lakes over children's 
centres and provides 
maintenance • and bringing up 
such children in-Christian ethics 



Church built in record 46 days 


Archbishop Kuria 

and principles. It aims at 
providing education, vocational 
and Christian training ai such 
centres. 

The home provides and 
obtains assistance towards 
destitute and street children's 
feeding,- medical, physical and 
shelter needs as well as assisting 
many oilier children's centres in 
Kenya and outside. 

Says Archbishop Kuria: "In 
Kenya one of the most ticklish 
problems at present is thnt of 
street children. Il may be a stiange- 
paradoxthat manpower, may also 
be our largest economic asset 
when viewed in terms of power 
yet it may also be our largest 
liability. 

"In facl if the problem of street 
children is not tackled It will be a 
lime-bomb which inny-cxplode 
■ anytime mid the repercussions 
will be felt by many." 

So far the home is assisting 
more thair 1 ,000 children. It has 
another 510 in its school. 


By Jeff Mbure 

Spurred by sheer determination 
not tocontinueclcansing the mess 
left over by levellers during 
weekends, aPCEA congregation 
has built a permanent church 
capable of holding 500 
worshippers in a record 46 days. 

Christians,, mainly from the 
Kiambu parish, listened with awe 
as thehistory of the church was 
recounted during thc September 
22, 1996, laying of thefoundalion 
stone by the Rev John Boro. 

Thc Rcv'Bom, Moderator of 
the Kambui Presbytery of the 
Presbyterian Church of East 
Africa (PCEA). noted that the 
construction of a church is never 
hmried and wondered wliot had 
prompted the faith ful from 
Banana Hill and Kaniri area of 
Kiambaa, to move at such high 
speed in almost completing the 
building which has so far ensle 
about Sh 850,000. 

His sentiments were 
reinforced by the Rev DrPluwson 
Kuria, the minister of lhe Kiambu 
parish, which includes six 
churches, when lie recalled that 
some churches had even taken 
three generations lo complete. 

An impromptu haramhcc 
organized lo raise the bulniKv of 
Sh 600.000 needed to pul the 
final (ouches on the magnificent 
building, raised Sh 100.UO0. 







The Rev Ur PUiwsoii Kurin 

In amoving sermon based on 
Nhpliew lit: 1 3- 1 R ahum making 


a discovery and the icwiiidohlic 
discoverer, the Rev Bum said 


many Christians -wulkcd' with 
Jesus Christ but they are unable 
to know who He renlly is. 

“If Kenyans really know who 
Jesus is, all the mess wc arc 
having in this country would not 
be there. The people of this 
country should not bother 
themselves with who will lend 
ihein because God knows who is 
the best leader when time for 
change comes," said lire priest. 

Thc church started when lire 
local people expressed the need 
io have u !*CEA place of worship 
and die Kiambu parish led by Dr 
Kuriu responded lo the request. 

Before the present plot was 
acquired, members used a 
communal hall, also rented to 
other imeresu-d parties. This 
prompted tlie faithful In intensify 
the search for a pint on which 
they .could build their own 
church. The quarter an acre plot 
was bought for Sh 460,000. 

During tire stone-laying 
ceremony, jokes were made thnt 
ill': occasion ought to have l«en 
one lo open llie church as 
every tiling seemed in lie in order. 

Speakers thanked l he Kiambu 
parish, especially. Dr Kuria. fur 
assistance in constructing thc 
church. Tribute was also paid to 
the Rev Di John Gain, n former 
long serving PCI- A muderalur/ 
geiiet.il secret at y for thc 
coils true lion. 


INVESTMENTS IN SHARES BY GOD’S PEOPLE 


Investmfiht in the STOCKS and SHARES' Is least understood by marly Christians apd Non-Christians in Kenya and 
elsewhere in the World. They think it Is a domain for the rich. So they end up remaining poor and put their money in 
businesses that have very high failure rates. 


The parable of Talents 
types of people which 
servant who burled his 
was punished for it. He 
instead If he feared the 
heavily with yourmoney! 

The other two are like 
Nairobi Stock Exchange 
per month. I know of a 
National Bank of Kenya 
■« each making 150% 
were selling for Ksh 140 
of bonuB shares Issue 
change of329%. One of 


SALE OF KENYA COMMERCIAL BANK 
SHARES ON; FROM 16.9.96 - 15.10.96 
PRICE: 50/s PER SHARE 
MINIMUM: 100 SHARES 
COST: 5,000/s 

• WE ALSO GIVE LOANS ON SHARE 
CERTIFICATES. 

• WE GIVE INTEREST OF 40% PER 
ANNUM ON FUNDS MANAGED BY US. 

- NO COMMISSION CHARGED, WE 
ACCEPT PERSONAL CHEQUES AND 
CASH. 


in Matthew 25:14-30 illustrates the tyvo 
typifies many Kenyans. Many are like the 
money In the ground; no interest and' he 
should have put his money In the bank 
Master. Banks give least Interest but trade 
They even buy shares! 

those who invest in Stocks and Shares at 
Here you can make profits of even 1 1 0% 
friend who epept Ksh. 275,000 to buy 
shares at IQ/- each and solff them at 25/ 
profit. Recently ono company's shares 
per share, and when the announcement 
was made the price Jumped to |<sh 600 .a . 
my clients had just bought 1,000 shares 


It beats logic lo see Ihcrt 
engaged in the destabilisation pf 
a fanner’s organisation like the 
Kenya Co-operative Creameries, 
’AennninthiscountiyshouM | 

squarely be, attributed to it* | 
leadership. Somebody once sad [ 
that a.peoplq gels the leadership j! 
lhat they deserve. But dp iye? \ j; 

Uatune Mullugfr ii 

Hi**; 'I 


at 1 40/-- and was able to sell after a month at Ksh 600. spent Ksh. 1 43,000 including commission and got Ksh 580,p0Q ( 

including commission after one month. But sometimes the prices go dqwn: That's wfiy what you Invest In shares must be 
money you do pot need to use Immediately. At leapt three months should be the minimum waiting period. . 

We compare investing IH shares with Treasury Bills at Central Bank of Kenya, Fixed Deposits and Certificate of Deposits 
in Banks. You do not need ftj keep your shares once the price change Ib above 50%, sell them and buy others to increase 
your capital. Money can be honestly made In Kshya not only in U.S.A, where most Christian churches go for AID. Churches 
can also buy shares. 1 



Ijyou need ir&re. infonriation phase contact 
BrotherSjlmeonSijenyiOloo, 



SIMLO ENTERPRISES LTD. 

Investors in Stock and Shares at Nairobi Stock Exchange 
c, Kan nda Street, Nairobi, 
x 74307, Tel: 244552, 244542, 244817 and Fax 244817. 

: Kenya National Assurance, I0th Floor, Wing A, Hank Street 
>. (), liox <W, Tel: (035) 22457/41132 Kisumu. 
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Nakumatt bashing: 
A lesson for Asians 




The recant week-long closure-by 
the Keqya government of 
Nakumatt chain of supermarkets 
portends a bleak future for the 
Asian community in Kenya. The 
closure* was a. calculated. and 
deliberate strategy by the Kanu 
government to intimidate Asian 
businesses to submit to its 
demand for Kanu re-election 
funds drive. 

The Kanu government has 
previously been .quick to deal 
with critics by subjecting them 
to archaic laws through drummed 
up chargea of sedition,- treason, 
illegal meetings, detention 
without trial or denial of baiL 
Now itis turning to vulnerable 
Asian community and businesses 
through the same archaic laws 
and blackmail as easy prey for its 
multi-billion -shilling re-election 
campaign. This is a threat to 
economic stability in Kenya. 

Not so long ago. President 
. Moi publicly told Asians that the 
Kanu government-had protected 
them and their businesses and 
they should contribute towards 
the National Youth Development 
* Fund. He said each firm should 
contribute more than Sh 100.000. 

Clainuby Nakum alt directors 
that anonymous callers were 
demanding Sh 50 million for their 
business to re-open points 
towards-blackmail.- 

The latest turn of events 
Bhows abundantly that the Kanu 
government is absolutely 
insensitive to the hostile signals 
•its dealers and wheelers 
represented by its. leaders -and 
government officials are sendi rig 
to local and international 
investors. 

Massiva Plunger 

Nakumatt claims to have lost 
-Sh 10 million in business sales 
and Sh 5 million in bank interest 
per day. This is intolerable loss ■ 
by any investor however 
patriotic. 

Coupled with a lass of nearly 
1,000. jobs; such punitive 
measures by the government is a 
clear warning to potential 
investors that their money.may 
be saver elsewhere as long as 
Kanu is in power. 

Such claims for -protection 
money coineas no surprise at all. 
This is a tactic- that has been used 

to divert justice as is believed to. 
have happened with the Bank of 
Commerce and Credit 
Internationa] (BCCQsuitaqainst 
directors during the millions of 
shillingsworth of coffee exports 
.money. 

Kanu functionaries have 
always resorted to these 
unorthodox methods in contract 
and tender awards res tilting in 
massive plunder of public, funds.. : 

Several other investors have beea 
Q*eced In the same m antler as 
has happened, with indigenous • 
banks and mapufpeturen such as.’ 
Madhiipaperor JK Industries, to 
name but a few,- , 

Theother claim by. Na)ram&U ' 
j directors that Iheclostlreof their; 

bliklllfifiS mtiTfl ha nnrt '' 


By Blamuel Nlururl 


not contribute "generously" to 
its survival. 

AH Asians- in Kenya should 
henceforth know that the devil 
they know and prefer to deal 
with is now at workat Nakumatt. 
- Nakumatt has invested Sh 2 
billion in its retail business, which 
isasubstantial amount of money 
in any. currency. Last year the 
company says it paid Sh 35 
million to the Kanu Government 
in income taxes and remits some 
Sh 2.5 million a month in Value 
Added Tax. 

Protection mnn fty 

Such revenue goes a long way 
to meet the expenses of fueling 
and maintaining the presidential 
jet, his entourage as well as the 
Bldoret airport, among other state 
extravagancies. 

The Nakumatt bashing is a 
significant pointer that Asian 
businesses in Kenya will 
-henceforth be blackmailed to 
bank-roll the Kanu re-election 
machine in very much the same 
manner as they did in 19 92. 

Since the last election, the 
Asian community has continued 
to associate with the leadership 
clique in Kanu instead of 
embracing the opportunistic 
multiparty democracy. 

The Nakumatt saga, like the 
endemic corruption in Kenya, is 
likely to spread to other Asian 
businesses. It is most likely that 
those who dq not .wish to have 
their business closed without 
compensation will have to pay 
dearly in' protect ion money. 

This practice may eventually 
force some Asian businesses to 
move to neighbouring Uganda 
and other- countries where 
investments are welcome without 
state tyranny. This is economic 
sabotage of the highest order. 

Voters in Kenya should stop 
their government from economic 
marginalisation and direct 
sabotage by voting out Kanu and 
refusing to be blackmailed. The 
Asian Community in Kenya has 
no better alternative. 



' 2^ » M,aXeS to " ' oo1 aft8r ***> « *“« With the animals endaagemd. 

Wanton destruction 

of animals decried 

Trtnricm U.'a L..>: .n i 


Tourism is big business all along the east 
coast of Africa from Malindi in Kenya to 
Cape Town in South Africa. For many 
countries it is the top foreign exchange earner. 
Bui, particularly for land-locked countries, 
such as Malawi, Zambia and Zimbabwe, 
tourists will only come if there arestill thriving 
populations of wild animals. 

While most countries have fought offihe 
challenge from poachers, the animals are 
still under threat from the pressures of- their 
human neighbours - such as the need for 
more land to grow food and export crops. 

Treelops Lodge - where in 1952, the 
then-Princess Elizabeth heard that she was to 
become Queen - is a good example of the 
conflict facing Kenya. Built on stilts near 
two Waterholes in the Aberdare National 
Park, the lodge hosts up to 100 tourists every 
day who watch elephants andhendsof buffalo 
against a backdrop of lush tea estates. 

But will the Kenyans of the future, in a 
oouqfiry bedeviled by unemployment, be 
convinced that "Elephants Have-Right of 
Way" as the road signs warn travellers? 
Faced with the self-answering questions: 
"which produces more jobs - tea or 
elephants?" African countries-badly need a 
group of people who care about wildlife. 


By Ropald Watts 


; Jr* 1 mantles Ij&tidn of how 'M ' r • * '■ • , -- : * ":*-: I- •’ 

i-Kanp Swemtotitit^ndstodeil j: ' Minister Kfrusj 
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Shared land 

Mr Awori Achoka, a Kenyan-based 
environmentalist, has said: "We know that 
«wr people appreciated wildlife ages ago.' 
What moral right do we have to threaten 
Africans over elephants today?? 

Historically he is correct that tribes such 
as the Maasai lived in harmony with wildlife 
for cCnlyries. But they now face a huge 
challenge as their own numbers increase, as 
their : animals multiply and the available 
shared land gtts smaller. ; " 1 . • ; : 

:■ MrBpncis pie Kaparo, himself a Martsai 

andSpe^cer of the National Assembly. s&s 
the ahsWer in education. His plea appW to 
all the countrics. along Afripa’sieast coast 
-right down to South Africa wher^ he saW,' 
.most^f the population jfoyd rfotsfofo muclfbf ' 


r. their rich wildlife heritage. 

^ Kaparo told a recent jneeting oftlie 
!, Wildlife Clubs of Kenya: "Give them an 
g education and they will not lend Cows, goals, 

sheep and camels. They will go elsewhere, 
e There will be less goats, cows and camels 
e . antl more room for your wildlife." 
r Ws Julia Burrell, who came to Kenya 

r under the Voluntary Sendee Overseas 
programme, was until recently in charge of 
. the Wildlife Clubs Mobile Education Unit. It 

> was her job to visit secondary schools all 
. overthecountry tospread the word about the 

r need to conserve Kenya'a wildlife. 

| A key centre for the wildlife clubs is the 
, Lak&Nakuru National Park that has a hostel 
i lo accommodate school parties on visits to 
the park. The park has a varied populationof 
i animals, including black rhinoceros, giraffe, 

lions and buffalo, but js best known for its 
vast flocks of flamingoes. 

hi 1995 a BBC team made a live television 
programme. Flaming Watch, covering 
Nakum and the adjoining lakes ofElementaita 
and Bogoria. The BBC’s : natural history 
programmes havemade a worldwide impact 
and have helped to promote African wildlife 
in more foan'3Q countries, 

_ h Is hoped more use of the programmes 
wiHbe madeinfuture by African countries in 
the -battle to develpp a new generation of 
Vanimal carers." 

- . The British Deputy HigJ) Commissioner 
to Kenya, Mr Rod Puflen, recently helped to 

launch an information pack on die care of 
animals for use ih primary schools throughout 
Kenya.lt concentrates onddmesticanimals 
, but it Is hoped.it will raise^wareocss of the . 

, *: ne®ds findrighb of allanurffos; > : • .*'• 

! : . The pa6k ha^ b|eh.ptoduqWbythe Keiiya 
, , Society, !for lire profoctiqij and * Cfoe* ,of j, 
. . Animals (KSPCAViwith- he)b front Its sister ' 
V.-. “dy in fob UK; foe RSPd^ Thh pabk has 
tested i; m. ,lHree': distficu,- including • 

[ ’ Kajiadp; jWhere mwiy oftheMaasAilive. - 

" THfi f^5!PrA a ,hori4da Ail* i * 


activities in. addition to efforts to produces 
new generation of animal carers. Inspectors 
have Iravelled-into remote areas to itmclinics 
for donkeys -and. promote the use of (more 
humane) bolt pistols in abattoirs. Last year 
1 more than 12,000 dogs and cats were 
vaccinated free of charge while this year 
there is a neutering campaign to Ireepdown 
the populationof strays. 

An early campaigner for animal rights 
and a supporter of the KSPCA is Ms Bonnie 
Miller of Eldorel/who recently celeteated 
her 87th birthday. Her father, who was in the 

British Anny.survivedlhcseigeofMafeking 
at the turn of Iho century;*sho arrived by boat 
in Mombasa on January 6, 1912. 

Ms Miller can remember being ‘.'enchanted 
with the vastpandrama of game” on the train 
journey to Nairobi. "So thickly packed were 
they that the train was oftenderailed, haying 
struck H-giraffe or rhino," she recalls. 

In thepa8t she has bemoaned foB "wanton 
destruction of animals" in an essay written 
for the East African Standard . Bui ih? 
message remains foe sarqe: "Destroy. it and 
the African image has gone. On a journey 
from Mombasa to Eldoret nowadays, the 
only animals you will usually see are some 
bloated carcases of stray dogs,” she warned) 
An organisation that is active in toe 
Nairobi area is the Giraffe Centre - a *cu- 
sustainable nature education unit - setup jn 
1979 by Jock Lealie-Malville. Front ittf 
beginnings it has 1 targeted Kenjiin 
schoolchildren and otW parties whe^^V 
"feed, touch , and h&Ve eye-tp^eye peijtoct 

* with foe giraffe," ( . 

More foan 35,000children visit 

every ^ear. "and recently a Mnaeryanop, 
. competi|tidq tyas iauhob?d for agea f?W r |8 1 ' 

'frQm. lMd.efgirten.tp police 

■ js ubjectbf br^e es^ay was"LeaVej t to us 

thnnifi rsf 1 VM b . Tiituma'llnnal ldriSll jr 
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off creameries 


The controversy over the 
ownership and control of the 
cash-trapped Kenya Co- 
operative Creameries (KCC) 
continues with milk fanners and 
opposition leaders countrywide 
protesting the move by the - 
government to decentralise the. 
giant creameries. 

At the- same time, details 
continue to emerge of a well- 
connected group of politicians 
and businessmen, who have for 
the last.one year, been engaged 
in a rough behind-the scenes 
campaign to purchase- the KCC. 

Sources within the milk 
industry told this reporter that 
some toppolitirians, mainly from 
Ihe Rift -Valley Province had, 
towards foe endof lastyear, mode 
a request to President Moi to be 
allowed to* purchase the co- 
operative currently owned by 
about 400,000 milk farmers. 

However, this request had not 
beengrantedbyihetimcelcctions 
for the new board of directors 
wore held early this year and 
this, according to sources, nipped 
the expected purchase by the bud. 

The immediate former 
chairman, Mr Nathaniel 
Chebelyonvwas replaced by Mr 
Stanley Metto, who has since his 
election faced stiff opposition 
fromgovemmont operatives and 
Kanu politicians. 

Sources said the same 
politicians and businessmen had 
attempted to bring downfoe KCC 


. By James Katutulu 

prior to the elections to justify 
the purchase of Ihe creameries. 
This plot was thwarted by the 
new directors, Who have the 
support of farmers in milk- 
producing are^s of the country. 


Said the sources: "For a long 
lime, the elections for the board 
of directors- were shelved since 
these people and their god fathers 
were still negotiating. However, 
pressure for the elections 
mounted and these people were 
apparently caught unawareness 
when the elections were held". 

After the elections, the 
ploitcrs launched a scathing 
smearcanipnign against the new 
board members using some 
powerful people with 
connections at Stale House. 

"We believe ihatthe president 
has all (lie time been misled by 
these peoplc.whose chief mission 
is -to own the KCC. As far as wc 
are concerned, the current 
management is the best KCC hns 
had for a very long time." the 
source said. 

He said the clique had taken 
adv outage of the problems (which 
it had created) facing the milk 
processing co-operative to 
misinform the president so .that 
the new board could be replaced 
with a compromising one which' 
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could facilitate (he sale. 

Two cabinet ministers, a son 
of r top politician and senior 
State House employees, arc 
mentioned as those interested in 
the purcliascof 90-year-old KCC. 

"As far as we know, these are 
th&snme people who caused the 
mess now facing the KCC. For 
ihe years they were in power, 
they managed the organisation 
like their personal property and 
that is why Ihe new directors arc 
finding it very hard to operate," 
the sources told this reporter. 

Since the new. directors came 
tooffice, politicians, among them 
President Moi, have continuously 
criticised them. 

. President Moi has not lost - 
opportunity during his public 
addresses especially in the Rift 
Valley, to rail altlie new directors, 
who lie says are arrogant and 
politicising ihe ri flairs or the 

KCC. 

However, information 
available to this reporter indicate 
that the president could be 
fighting the battle of a few 
individuals. 

Two weeks ago. the Resident 
summoned embattled Botnet 
Mayor Livingstone Kombich, 
during a.piiblic rally in the town 
and accused him of arrogance in 
-matters pertaining to the milk 
industry. 

He told the mayor: “Some of 
you are saying you toldoff Daniel 
arap Moi. Who are you to talk 


WZ. 


President Moi 

about Moi?" Mayor Kombich is 
a director joF the KCC and has 
fiercely opposed the sale of the 
Sotik plant lo some powerful 
individuals who include a senior 
cabinet minister. 


He has, since his election as 
Bomet mayor last December, 
faced stiff opposition.from local 
Ml* Kipkalia Kotics, who also is 
a Minister of Stale in Ure Of rice 
of the President. 

Mayor Kombich told this 
reporter on telephone Ire 
suspected his political problems 
were caused by lire minister with 
whom he lias disagreed over the 
KCC issue. 

"Mr Kones has since my 
elect ion tried lo use the prnv i nc i nl 
administration t» remove me 
from office. He tins ‘bought 1 
councillors in the municipality 
to pass a vole of no confidence in 
my leadership since wc publicly 
disagreed over issues pertaining 
to. the KCC”, he suid. 

He continued: "As Far ns we 
arc concerned.. these politicians 
are fighting a senseless battle. 
Some of them arc big 
shareholders of the- KCC and 
should very well be conversant 
with its constitution.'' 

Mayor Kombich narrowed 
down the reason for verbal assault 
on the new management team to 
its refusal to sell KCC to selected 




Mr Metto 

individuals, who had in the past' 
robbed it of hundreds of millions 
of shillings. 

"We know very^ well that these 
are very powerful people in their 
own right but they must also 
understand -thni the KCC is u 
private institution owned by 
farmers and it is only them who 
can sell it lo whoever they want." 
lie added. 

Opposition politicians led by 
Democratic Party of Kenya (DP) 
chairman Mwai Kibhki added 
Ihoir voice lo the KCC battle of 
ownership Iasi Tuesday by 
demanding (hut the current 
management obtain a court 
injunction to stop politic ions from 
interfering with the activities of 
the. creameries. 

Mr Kibaki.lold a press 
conference in Nairobi that the 
KCC wus a private entity and the 
government or the president hud 
no business interfering with its 
management. 


"The cont inued talk that KCG 

should be .decentralised is totally 
irrational and uncalled for 
because you cannot privatise a 
company that is already private." 
the DP chairman charged. 

His outrage was caused by a 
planned meeting of 100 elders 


Mr Koties 

(last Friday) with President Moi 
at Nakum Stele House, ip which 
the decentralisation of the 
institution was expected to be 
high on Hie agenda. 

The elders were drawn from 
major milk producing areas ip 
lire Rift Valley. 

Mr Kibaki questioned the 
nomination of the elders by the 
Rift Vulley Provincial 
Commissioner to meet the Head 
-of State to discuss matters 
affecting the KCC, whjch is 
owned by fanners from all ports 
of the country and told the 
president to form his own milk 
processing company to compete 
with the KCC if he was unhappy 
with the organisation. 

"What wc arc seeing now is 
unolher form nfnuyimbo polities 
being used to dismember KCC," 
another DP activist. Mr NjcngH 
Knni me, who is also a prominent 
dairy farmer, said during Mr 
Kibaki* s press conference. 

Meanwhile, thousands of 
dairy farmers and KCC 
shareholders from many parts of 
the Rift Valley continue lo protest 
(lie move by President Moi to 
* meet selected elders. 

Farmers from Kericho, 
Bomet, Uusin Gishu, Nandi, 
Keiyo Hiid Trans Nzoia districts 
asked politicians lo keep off the 
affairs Of the KCC and expressed 
confidence in and support for the. 
current KCC leadership. 


Super marts with 
environmental touch 


It s business asusual at Nakumatt, . 
jjte super stores ordered shut two 
Thursdays ago on charges of 
jjnjXMtiitg £2 tonnes of corned r 
froni Britain. TheauitioritiM 
roared that the ; beef -may be 
infected with the dreaded, riiad -j 
cow -disease fo*f his forced C 

* Britain (ci destroy thousands -of 

; towa this year. ;• ; ; 

. The stores (aboye) w>re re-. I 
V Thur^dayalfootighfoe ; 1 
'-onunerpe Mfoigtjy’s; reprivfe.^ 
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■Was issu^thepi^yrp^ daS^hert i. 
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’ . The workers had onthe sanie ‘ 
day marched -to the Mhiutiy of ; 
i^lkuirflashingplMrib reading: , 
"Whoever dored Nakumatt-iSi, 
killing 10,OOQpfopto, , ! ,f Wewant i;; 
otir jobs back’Vfirullhc letters, of:, 
aisrnifesali J ■ .- • > \-y -f ' ; ' 
i4* Th?y; also - tnaiuhed to * G°n!V 

'dpwativcBankHquBe'WMdln^.. 

-'fo ^nfrolitr tha 

foimfoirce ^sSa.^qijyi;w; 
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It had to come: a chain of 
supermarkets with an 
environmental conscience. "Out 
of this World" is heralded by its 
originators as "a one-stop^ 

shopping ethical experience that . 
enables people to shop in ihe 
high street- and invest in abetter, 
world at the same time,” 

; "Rather than foe customer 
having to go ^several Outlets in 
search of environmentally ' 
friendly products, we provide 
everythingunder the same roof,” 
spys Andy.Houghton, one of the 
managers.- 

: Described by a .leading 
neVvapqwr a? "die moijt radical 
. experience in British retailirigfdr 
one and a tiolf centuries,? Out Of :. 
. this WdrW is ihe brainchild of 
. Richard Adams,, someone with ' 
impecaable credentials for; 
' ^tarting sbeh ^venture. , 

‘‘ ■K In ■: 1972 * he ;s,et .up;, aiil' 
: agriiultfos&l ihipott* company, 
.'working' with; horticultural, 
v gfoitpr fo deValppfogCotiiitrifes 
'•fosti led. fo founding pt 
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By Amtcla do Moubra^ 


charity, ihe TEAR fond. 

Furthermore, in 1979 he 
established Tir aid craft, which 
became a public co mpa ny in 1984 
offering foe first "alternative" 
public share issue ih the UK« . 

To date,- Tr aider aft has 
.marketed ■ over sterling £30 
million of crafi, food and clothing 
products &om the Third Wprld^, 
and its linked .charily, IVaidcraft 
Exchfoge, has eng.aged in large- 
scale' qpmmuniiy - business - 
development project? in several : 
developing countries. : ’ , 

’ t “For. 25 years I'Ve bedn 
irivatyed'fo many organisations 
yhich help people fo shbp or ; 
invest ffoa tfojfor wprld, Out-Of 
- ihis r WwW j8 doingfosVth£t,righ^ ; 

. dn foe jocdl; li^h atiefo? ’ says ; 

• Adams, ; ' ■ if.' . v. y ■: ; *..■ . 

■ . Out : of , thfo fo :fo> % ; 

Officfolj j trading ifome for . foe' ;' 
CrwlTvfo^nstim^rCbopWaliye^ ; 
iAriydnp can jbini SHarehoidefo,: 

;:.b(^u|ne-- etigible fof,*i|rt|-B^ra 
foomdrions js 'Well fo i^wi,y in^ ! 


of the society and eventually a 
dividend on purchases. 

As Adams says: "This is a 
business with a difference - 
owned and rein by a community 
of people seeking to increasetheir 
commitment to a more 
sustainable lifestyle and a safer 
world.” 

A long-term aim Is to have 
computer data instantly available 
, on every, product, speeffying its 
'gieen credentials and its 
provenance. Atthe moment only 
! ’• 10%of theatock Is od foe system. 

There is sfrdrig emphasis on 
organic produce including 
I- vegetable, dairy products, herbs, 
iij'ipfoes, cerwfo, bread- fruit fold 
- meat. The chdice of products is 
f extreiriely swks uid apart fi^m , 
: i. foe foedlcfoble pulses, there are 
! l-Mh.' Mexican, .Japanese pnd 
r - kbslier. foqdstuffa u well M 
!| nu merous^pw of oila deluding 
^walnut.jiiimpndt'grBpfoeed, 

-i- - I l!' '--Cj bjli-tnu' j»* 


ir „ l-i .l^ehtirfoysfifo . 

^ptne etigible fof/ijj-s'fora ■ ^.Vpxfoti'^lndlifoni 
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Office on your arm, 
information on tap 


As technology leads to smaller, 
less obtrusive and less power- 
hungiy equipment, “Office On 
The Aim", announced two years 
ago as a futuristic idea, is now-a 
fully working prototype. 

Developed at British 
relecom s laboratory in 
Martlesham, eastern England, 
the equipment can be strapped to 
the ami and used with a virtual 
reality headset nnd microphone 
as.shawn above . 

When operated via a mobile 
telephone link, tlie computer can 
communicate directly with other 
computers at (he user's office or 
with business colleagues. 

The technical specification 


includes -a Casio liquid crystal 
display colour screen, an Apple 
Macintosh microprocessor. n32 
megabyte Ram',, a 500 megabyte 
hard disk and a small key-pad. 

A spokesman says: “The arm 
console includes a. miniature 
colour screen apd moiraepad and 
the visor puts a larger computer- 
screen image for viewing private 
documents or intricate graphics 
ngjit in front of one eye. Using 
voice recognition avoids the use 
of a qwerty keyboard nnd a 
mobilephone enables the console 
to communicate directly with 
other, computers-in the office or 
via theintemet," 


Unveiling car of future 


The car of the future is to be 
unveilved this month. The 
industrial design department at 
Coventry University has started 
research', into the transport 
systems oflho future as part of a 
joint project with the. British 
Society of Motor Manufacturers 
and Traders to produce a full- 
sized mod.el of the car expected 
to frequent theroads in lOOyear’s 
lime. 

TheConceptCurof 2096 will 
represent the future of the UK 
motor industry- at its centenary 
International Motor Show in the 
English . Midlands car-making 
heartland. 

A spokesman said of the 
research : 1 ‘It will cover drangeof . 
issues such as expected work 
patterns, transport systems ofthe 
future, environmental issue and 
the technological advancements 
expected for the year 2096. The 
research will be supplemented 


with advice and consultancy from 
a panel of eminent people from 
the motor industry and other 
related fields:" ' 

The actual design and 

produ ction of the car of the future 

will be carried out. by final year 
students -at Coventry, University 
under the leadership of Simon 
Saunders, senior lecturer in 
design, and Sam Porterraenior 
lecturer in ergonomics. 

Mr Saunders commented:^ 
project of this nature has' never 
been undertaken before by any 
automotive- manufacturer. 

' Coventry has a reputation for 
excellence in automotive design 
and our very best staff -.and 
students will be working on this 
project to. ensure its success.'* 


WORLD OF 
SCIENCE 


Instant repairs of roads 

n . ... 1 


Permanent repairs to roads and 
airport runaways 'can -now be 
made instantly. The surfacing can 
be used in conditions ranging 
;from very dry fo very wet and 
.from -*40 to -40 degrees 
Cent igrade and the manufacturer 
ploima that -within seconds of 
^application It is possible to drive 
ve hicles pr to land aircraft 
on the repaired surface. 

The new material used -is 
-Eincol RIR, It can.be used for 
‘^effective kepaiirq to asphalt; 
mrt fo daifc concrete and other 1 
.well jq! rrioigl 




or liquid/nggrogale reparation. 

lire material, which consists 
of-Q combination of selected 
aggregates and a binder. liquid 
based on penetration bitumens, 
rosins, . adhesives and other 
additives, is applied cold without . 
tho use of hot-laid- asphalt. 

EmcolIRRisalso widely used 
fqr infilling cable ducts, trenches, 
cpre holes, access -cover 
surrounds and drains, ramping, 
con cre te -si ab-corrtsr repairs and 
.for join dug.. It has a storage fife 
W months and is cold applied 
straight frpm the pack. Itrftquues 
tack coats, overbanding or 
spcciaLequ ipment-- — LPS . , ■ 
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The much acclaimed taxi-bicycie transport 
services of Western and Nyanza provinces are 
turning sour honey as Wives complain about their 
spouses becoming "limp." 1 

Frusbutedat their failure to have thehusbands 
divorce" the-bicycle, some wives have instead 
divorced their husbands while others have become 
“yours for the asking." 

“There is nothing as damaging to themale ego 
us being- fold he is sexually -weak. In extreme 
cases this realisation can cause divorce, suicide 
or murder," says Mrs Florence- Khatievi, a 
paramedic with (he Kakamega Municipality. 

Although fears abound that taxi-bicycle riding 
could render one impotent, jobless ness has forced 
many a man pinched by poverty to resort to 
fiorfa-floda (taxi-bicycle) business. Traditionally 
used btf individuals mostly in villages and on 
rural access roads, the bicycle has become a new 
phenomenon in commercial road transport. 

Taxi-bicycles. dale back to the days of the 
illegal coffee trade, across the KenyaJJganda 
border in the 70s. Smugglers used bicycles to 
evade police at the border bccause-they are more 
versatile than motor vehicles. Later, bikes were 
used by Ugandan refugees fleeing the atrocities 
of dictator Idi Amin, hence the name Boda-Boda 
(derived from border to border). 

As wives demand their conjugal rights, the 
Boda-Boda husbands have become objects of 
derision. A wife who wants her 'Tights of the 
liom u restored ridicules her husband as “he who 
goes to bed withhis trousers on," “flat tyre," "a 
dead battery" or "the sponge"- implying that the 
husband s-pqtency is questionable. 

"Marital disputes have traditionally been. the 
major social problems we handle," says a local 
chief who requested anonymity for fear of being, 
thought loose-tongued. "When they (women) are 
not demanding divorce, they would like to be 
granted their "bed rights" through ouf offices," 
adds the local administrator. 

Inflationary tran^ 

However, medical experts discount claims 
that cycling causes impotence. Instead they see it 
as more ofn social problem than a medical one. 
They suspect that the alleged impotence could be 
the result of shteer exhaustion. 

According to Dr William Obwaka, sexual 
activity, like any sporting activity, is both 

psycho logic ally and physically demanding.' The 

reason why-sports people are encouraged to stay 
away from- their spouses prior to a crucial' 
engagement is to enable them buildup the spirit 
for competition" says Obwaka, a former Gor 
MahiaFC player and Haram bee Stars team doctor. 

The -Kakamega Municipal Council. Public 
.Health Officer, Mr Johston Wanders notes that 
inflationary trends have a telling effect on the 
taxi-cyclist. While in the scorching sun, Wandera 
says^ he spends 1 - the whole day struggling arid 
thinking of how to.gcnerale-and save enough - a 
brain activity that is. devastating to one's seXual 
health. 

“Pedalling a bicycle for long hours without a 
good meal adveftejy affects the libido' of men 
because theoxpended energy is not replenished in 
time to attend to his spouse." 

A cyclist from Funyula, Busia district 
confesses: "Riding a bicycle in the hol'sun the 
whole day leaves me tfilh j» energy at all,” says 
Burasa (first name withheld). “Nikifmga kazi 
nahmywa kd-chang’-aa kangy giasi moja ha ! I " 


By Joseph Glchuru and 
Juma Kwayera 


Ridiculed, taunted and -stung by caustic 
remarks, most cyclists have taken refuge in alcohol. 
Sunguti (other name withheld), whose wife eloped 
mihamatatu tout and now lives in Turbo, rues his 
traumatic experience with his former spouse. VI 
could not stand her torments," says Sunguti who 
has since taken to chang'aa to help him blot out 
that experience. 

According to Research in Human 
Reproduction,, the World Health Organisation’s 
(WHO) recent biennial report, approximately eight 
pa- cent of couples experience some form of 
infertility during their reproductive lives, which 
when extrapolated to the global population 
represents 50 to 80 million people. 

Conluaal rights 

“The stigma of infertililyor decreased libidooften 

leads to marital disharmony and divorce as well as 
social ostracism." warns the WHO publication. 
Couples tussling over.conjugal rights, advises 
Khatievi, should talk and try to understand 'the 






Bicycle taxi, otherwise known* 
bicycle taxis fall in their ccnjqil 
oUiorpartaer s sexual uehaviour. 1 
But if- Boda-Boda business \a 
W andera predicts areverse of popdia 




boda" In western Kenya: Wived complain that husbands wlyo are involved in 
HeS. INSET: A man ferries as passenger to his destination for a fee. 


ouioi-TMrf«nr E «T.,.i i; of the University of Nairobi. around the testicles reduces the rate of 

n& Dr James Machoki of University of Nairobi spermatogenesis. This hns been observed in long 
..B.iMciapicuwisareverreoipopfliuridh says: “Nobody has done a vyell controlled research distance truck’ drivers, 
as well as a reduction in sexually q led on bicycle riding and connected it to impotence." “About 20 per cent of low fertility men engaged 

diseases "because men -will not go tfiifind in long distance driving hove problems of 

engaging in careless sex." He however shares Obwaka’s ■ view that high conception," says Machoki, also a lecturer in the 

“When cycling, the critical thin^ I be temperatures around the testicles reduce the rale ’ Department of Obsielrics and Gynaecology. He 
generation of extra heat around the w For of -sperm formation or in scientific parlance, adds that the effects ofihc bicycles seal on potency 
sperm formation, the temperature r this spermatogenesis. arc unknown. However, “the phenomenon can be 

region should be slightly below i ady According to Machoki, any sustained activity studied to prove or disprove those claims." An 
temperature." says Obwaka, Bposlgraf. ctor -(sporting or otherwise) that raises the temperature IRIS Feature 


“ About 20 percent of low fertililymen engaged 
in long distance driving have problems of 
conception," says Machoki, also a lecturer in the 





The taxi-bicycle seems poised to phase out 
conventional public service vehicles on mostrural 
roads in WesterrrKenya in a new modeof transport 
called Boda-Boda (local derivative for Border - 
to-Border). 

Spearheaded by middle-aged low-income men 
Boda-Boda. is now penetrating liigHways, 
threatening the public transport industry. 

A new phenomenon in commercial road 
transport, the bicycle has previously been used by 
individuals mostly in villages-andon rural access 
roads. In the developed world, bicycles arc mostly 
used for fitness exercise and to beat traffic jams. 

On the Malava-Samitsi rural acess road, Ihe 
taxi-bicycle has. virtually pushed public service 
vehicles out of business. Mr Patrick Mwangn, 
previously a matatu operator on the route saysr 
We had to bow out when our daily returns slumped 
from abnost 3,000 shillings to a paltiy 300 
shillings." 

While road Users express distate for this mode 
of transport, others see it as a welcome- alternative' 

■■A ; , A 


By Juma Kwayera 


to motor-vehicles that are often cvei On 
some rural roads,publicservicetisrapJ «« 

and in some cases completelylackijiii' fwe 

there is motorised transport, t&F *re 
prohibitive due to scarcity of vehki the 
poor conditions of roads which i igh 
maintenance costs for vehicles. 

Most roads have been reduced la * of 
neglect by the Ministry of Works, «h 
includes road maintenance. The I 
Municipal Roads Engineer, Mr John says 
‘recent moves to liberalise the ecoam left 
the government without funds, to rep? 

“Some of our -roads are in tw& vud 
condition that it is only the bicycleu me 
them without being subjected to the « 

■ sufferedbymotor vehicles,' “Oyiersayt 
bicycle transport as I 

a source of income forhund^ofw®J*yed 
who keep flooding the labbur mirt*! 


;i 

>■ i 



The Kakamega Traffic Police Base 
Commander, Inspector Dickson Dechc, however 
describes bicycle transport as " a nuisance that 
strains the.infrastructure." It causes unnecessary 
congestion on the roads. ‘The cyclists jostle for 
ipace between- motor vehicles resulting in some 
fatal accidents on the highways. They have no 
sense of traffic rules," he claims, 

While acknowledging the negative effects of 
the bicycle on the infrastructure, Oyier, on the 
other hand,’ calls for the "broadening of- road 
shoulders" to accommodate the taxi-bicycle. 
Investing in commuter vehicles in -small- urban 
centres is, in his opinion, a waste of resources. 

"With good planning and- allocation of 
resources, the bicyole can save on the connlr/ s ‘ 
fuel bill. If Boda-Boda can spread to other parts, 
the-country can save a lot on foreign exchange," 
the engineer says. 

In' an age where time and distance should be 
tamed at all costs, Oyier says-bicycles are useful 
in penetrating remote parts of die country. “They 
are cheap to buy or hire, they save foel and given 
their mild traction, they reduce- road maintenance 
costs," he says. I 

MrThomasShititi.ap assistants theProvincial 
Roads Engineer, sayB that although bicycles 
provide cheap transport, they are not efficient. 
There are complaints that some cyclists goad 
unsuspecting travellers to dark alleys or- bushes 
and steal their property and money. 

These complaints were confirmed by Dcche 
who says no . arrests have so far been made. To 
curb sych incidents, the local administration has 
instituted a system of coding bicycles with thei 
locations and suffocations of origin. 

Mr Johnstone Wandera, a frequent user of 
^-bicycles io work, . explains the Boda-Boda 
phenomenon in socio-economic terms. “Being 
the Family’s bread-winner# I must gp an extra foils 
U> save 1 whateverit costs,” he says. 

Businessmen in this area are now cashing in on 
foe increasing demand of Boda-Boda to afotts 
profits. Cash arid hirej-pjirchase shopB.teU of large 
daily lurn-overs aCcruirjg from the sale of bicycle 
spares or complete units. - ' • . ; . .. • \ 

The 1 branch, manager - bf-Kakamagn's : ArgoS 


Corrupt journalists and 
tycoon MP Ken Matiba 


Furnishers Limited, Mr Bhimjee Choulian says 
business has been “very good" as his shop alone 
sells qver one hundred units per month. 

"Bicycles-are some of the fastest selling items 
in the shop. Sales top 50 units a weekespecially at 
month-end. Sometimes we have had to import 
directly without consulting. our Nairobi head 
office," says the manager. A bicycle acquired on 
hire-purchase fetches between Sh9, 000 and 12,000 
depending on the make. , 


Bhimjee attributes this rise in demand to 
poverty. lit- a new dimension, however, he says 
privileged foembers of society are taking advantage 
of Boda-Boda to expioifthe unemployed. ‘They 
buy the bicycles and give them to their relatives or 
employ desperate youths towork for them. Some 
buy even three bicycles at once,” discloses 
Bhim jee. 

Atthemoment.vituaUy all shopping centres in 
Western Kenya have bicycles "garages" and spare 

part shops. . .. 

.Dcche says the involvement of senior civil 
servants in the husiness has been amajor drawback 
to traffic police efforts to ease congestion on mint 
roads. “They will gp to any length to flout traffic 
rules so as to benefit from their investment," says 
the policeman who suggests that the Boda-Boda 
business should be subjected to insurance cover to 
curb brazen investment. ■ 

Kakamega district's 1995-2000 Development 
' Plan states that the government and the World 
Bank are jointly ■ going to finance a road 

Tehabitilalion-projeclr “which wUl^foptoly take 
into account - the role pf the tax ^bicycle in the 

transport sector;" ; - ■■ *. ; 

The tgxi-bicyple is a relic of tire ltfegal cpffoe- 
, trade acrdss theKeoya-Ugnada border in foe 70s. 

, According to 1 Mf Nicholas Jnfoa, ^chairman of 
>■- LukumeiTralEfiicH 9 '^ 8 ^?!?' 

: used bicycles (odiilric pplice ’ 


Mr Kenneth Stanley Njindo Maubaandh 

Matiba, the. Member of retumcdtoac 

Parliament for Kiharu, lias gone ' s lotall 
ballistic. The MP, who is also usiacceplabli 
FORD- A boss unleashed, a few he said a bon 

days ago, a tirade of insults Thoseofi 
against local journalists accusing Ihe man's s 

them of being corrupt and of pray for him 

preaching water while they Ihan later he 

indulged in excessive brand of p( 

consumption oF wine. relevant inti 

According to him, Local hope thnt I lu 

newspeople only write 50011 rea l ls 

favourably on those who offer arrogance v 

them money or other rewards. him even m 
Mr Matiba admitted that he 
had bribed (given money to) It has 
some people in the media in one 
way or another. 20 de; 

.The wealthy FORD-A boss 
said those practising journalism GK to 

in this country were only n small 
lot who could ensily be replaced 

by other Kenyans randy to do u ..^ CU ^ 

, u Kigumn d 

r ■ h ■ , dtoiclby: 

Moslolus in this business do T ,, % _ 

. . . ■.! vi 2 1 sl. The c 

not want to argue with Mr 

Maliba’s feelings for he isentitlnl 

Ui his views. And the fnct that he 

made them known at a gathering 

of the media personnel wliich he L J L/ 

had summoned in the name of a 

press conference is also alright. I C* 

Suffice to say that ninny of us V^JIM l 

local media people have hud (lie 
opportunity of miking to Mt ^ 

Matiba on various occiisiuns on V# U I 

different issues. — — — 

Indeed, we have followed his By Ja. 

aonsfornuMion since he resigned 
from the government in 1988 up 
to now, nnd at this point in lime. L————— 
some of us are convinced that the ConsuinpiK 

Kiharu MP should not be [hough 

occupying any public office. Tire 20 1 

Sincerely, I sympathise with (i w d r i n k in 
Mr Malibn's health status since division. E; 
he left detention in 199 1 but I do w ]i 0 survive 

not extend Alia! sympathy when have confi 
he insislson maintaining apublic sightless foi 
life,- especially when he has not 
been given a clean bill of health. p or n „ 
Thosewhowalchedlhepress courui^. s« 

conference, also addressed by continued tr 

•FORD-Kenya’s Raila Odinga, bill never h 

willagreewithmelhattheMatiba [^ nature 

of yester-years is long gone. They -Whai hapj 

will agree too, that the man. they jghi aj 

saw on television during that reminder o 

press conferences, was a tothepeop 

confused rioise-maker. I i 

When journalists go for press specul atLoi 

conference, they are expected to the Murar 

ask questions and seek humble op 

clarification on any matteisraised people nee 

by the convenors). Mr Matiba - 
was infuriated by this foot and he l^ue.cl 

was quick to unleash his insults ^heprovinc 
against those who wanted to been vryip 
know when the party’s grassroot OT d the d 

elections would start. _ alcohojin 

He said he knew of local but- this pi 
journalists Who tiad"eatcri' some only been 
of htf money in the course of few. 
foeir work. And. he named one ■ Since 
who, he said, had been bouglit a ' declared 
car to fabandon him (Matiba), illegal i 
even though they had been goad assumpti 
friends in the past. . . consumpt 

, THe FORD-A chief, ftirtlier their dis 
told another journalist that lie ; minimal, 
was speaking Unpolished 8-4-4 .. ; 

English,' and he wds? therefore .. But the 

Ivimb n iAiimaligl assume tia 


Matiba and his actiyilies since he 
returned to active politics in 1990, 
it is totally dishoucsl and 
unacceptable for him to say what 
he said about the local press. 

Those of us who disagree wi th 
the man's sentiments can only 
pray for him and ho peril at sooner 
than later he will realise ihat his' 
brand of politics is no longer 
relevant in today's Kenya. 1 also ' 
hope thnt the FORD-A boss will 
soon realise that his public 
arrogance will continue to hurt 
him even more. 


It has to take 

20 deaths for 
GK to act 

Twenty people were buried in 
Kigumn division,- Murang'a 
district by Saturday, Scpicml<cr 

2 1 sl . The cause of (heir deaths? 




OUT | 

By James Katululu 


Consumption of something that 
tliey thought was cluing’ aa. 

The 20 had been served with 
lire drink in various places in the 
division. Exccepi for two, those 
who survivedthe tragedy, doctors 
have confirmed, will remain 
sightless for the rest of their lives. 

For many years. in this 
country, some Kenyans have 
continued to imbibe illicit alcohol 
bill never before has tragedy- of 
lhp nature been experienced. 
-What happened in Murang'a a 
fortnight ago will remain a duty 
reminder of what alcohol can do 
to the people of this nation- 

I tyri aware that a lot of 
specul aiion has beep raised si nee 
the Murang'a incident but my 
humble opinion is Ihat those 20 
people need not have died. 

'Hue, the go verrimenl through 
ihe provincial administration* has 
been trying to fight the brewing 
and the distribution -of illegal 
alcohoj in a 11 parts of th'ecountry 
but- this practice seems to have 
only been targeted Ht a chosen 
few. >’ 

Since : the government- 
declared all traditional brews 
illegal in 1980. the. common' 
assumption has been that 
consumpt iim of. those drinks and 
Lhelr distribution has been 


not .wbrlh being a journalist, 


Bui those Whci harboured this 
. assumption.- have been proved 


As foepubllsher of\\\Q People , i wrong; Tha unfolding: Jfulb. is 
newspaper, througbhis Kalamka < Ihat them hns becn a group of 
: iLimiled, MrMatibfl should hnvd . well-cdnnectedpeopl ft wholly/ 

: ; bften foe l&t pareoii to hurl, stieli thang\aa < with ^ impunity ami 

Jnsulls ai-ihemedia people iritis; : bAvc Ixo^ diainbuting it acffas 

nepuoiii- . . is _ i . - . . . '■ ■ . th.- 
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1 know fora fact that.there arc 
certain politicians in the 
government who arc licensed to 
brew. and trade-in traditional 
liquor in some rural parts of this 
country. 

1 know too that there are other 
license^ brewers, who h ave been 
trading in things similar to 
legitimate' alcohol, which in 
reality are just as harmful to the - 
body as chang’aa. 

But what is this stuff that 
killed 20 in'Murang'a? Doctors 
say. it was a near 100 per cent 
concoction of spirits , wliich in 
other words, is 100% poison. 
Apart from that, it wus also mixed 
with the deadly chemical used to 
embalm bodies. 

' As I mourn with friends and 
relatives of those Muranc’u 
villagers, 1 hope ihat the 
government will not just iiinkc 
its usual 1 1 ire. us mul promises 
nnd thnt it will move fast to 
discipline those who caused that 
tragedy uud many inure Ihat wc 
are yet to hear of. 

Now the DO, 
elevated DC, 
goes for tummy 

I mn sure many newspaper 
renders willremembcr die former 
District Officer for Ngoug' in 
Kajiudo district going by the 
name Kcutum urnp Rotich. 

A Tew months ago, MrRotich 
was promoted lo the position of a 
District Commissioner to head 
the semi -arid region of Turkana. 
And a few days ago he decreed 
the closure of all operations of 
the N ation al Counci I of Churches 
of.JConya (NCCK) in die district 
since. 

According to him, the 
charitable .activities undertaken 
in that area by the Council were 
subversive and therefore illegal. 

The information within my 
reach is that the NCCK is 
involved in sever al hum anitarian 
activities in Turkana district. 

In the DC's words, the order 
to close NCCK activities was 
made- at meeting chaired by the 
Rift Valley Provincial 
Commissioner, Mr Mohammed 
Yusuf Ha ji. 

While itis not my portfolio to 
defend the NCCK's work or iis 
policies, many Kenyans are 
dismayed by Ihe DC's directive, 
or whateverit is, since he did not 
saywho would in future continue- 
doing ihe work that the NCCK 
nyas formerly undertaking in-ihe 
district except that the GK.would 
look for donors. 

As the DO far ngongY-Mr 

Rotich established himself as- a . 
' ‘die-hard supporter of Kami. Ho 
threw all caution to the wind and 
issued all manner of political 
statements. , 

• Many feel his promotion was 
»: reward .for such utterances.. 
Should that be the castf, he must 
. be aming even higher. Hence 
! .foebonofacliviriesinhisdislrlci 
v.s^aDerPresideptMoi failed 
: j ite ch i» fell’ gro ti pi ng fls , 

\ subver’sive, Ifl iMf; Ratjch.atyare 
^f lhe bjijni’liiB directive will' 
■have ,bn 'Uidfe who; directly 
ben^fiti fr<^m the, CoW nciP a 
-^tHiyities? - ' j. . • ! ■: • • 
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Critics ignorant of Church's mission 


Then I looked again at all the 
injustice that goes on in this world. 
The oppressed wee weeping , and no 
one would help them. No one would 
help diem, because their oppressors 
hod-power on their side. I envy those 
who are dead and gone; they are 
better off than those who are still 
aUve. But better off than either are 
those who have never seen die 
injustice that goes on in this world. - 
Bcclessiastes 4:1-3. 

These thoughts of the biblical 
philosopher remind, us of the 
dehumanising capacity of injustice. 
They describe the world as a place of 
violence in which the poor and 
oppressed children of God are at the 
■mercy of those in power. 

I believe that this description of the 
world is not far fetched.' It reflects the 
situation in which we find ourselves 
and reveal that this phenomenon of 
human evil which seeks to destroy God’s 
creation is as old as history itself. 

My heart is filled with deep agony 
and. pain whan I see our nation 
disintegrating along tribal affiliations. I 
am bewildered with painful- memories 
of hatred and violence within the 
contemporary leadership in this country. 

As a citizen, and -a servant of the 
church I will refuse to be consoled until 
justice is done and consequently a new 
order- of peace -and reconciliation is 
established. We in the council of 
churches-are called to be custodians of 
peace in a world that is violent against 
thechildrendfGod,and therefore cannot ' 
but ■institute a-. means by which we 
respond to this condition. 

Ourresponse has always been based 
on authentic theological principles that 

are derived from the very world of God.' 

These principles entail .ihat wc remain 
faithful to the mission and calling of the 
churches in our beloved nation without 
s uccumblng to anyforrti of inti midation 
or deviating from the leaching of Christ 
who commissioned us to be servants of 
the good news. 

We have always been faithful to our 
mandate without succumbing to 
pressures'fron) external forces, In the 
exercise of this faithfulness we have . 
drawnourstrength and inspiration from 
thergospel. Thank our good Lord for our 
consistent adherence to prophesy 
without giving in to the powers that be. 

And so, our so-called involvement 
in paliticaUs8ue8 of 'this land has been 
much more'. the projection of’ the 
politicians themselves who feel 
threatened by our rninistry and are also 
ignorant of the profound theological 
reasons for our mission and calling. . 

They have wanted us to engage is 
some kind of hallow evangelism which 
disregards the teaching of Jesus Christ 
againstall kind&of social evils prev slant 
in our society today. They have wanted 
us to engage in empty rhetorics devoid 
of compassion* for the poor and the 
* oppressed children of God. 

While being accused of “playing 
politics behind the pulpit" we realise 
that those who have accused us are 
persons whose soleinterestis to remain 
. in power by manipulatmgpubticopinion 

andpro mo ting violence against innooem 
and peace-loving wananchi. 

QiV approach toisues in thepolitics] 
feahn, has always been based on two 
, basic Christian principles, namely, that 
• we shall always maintain a critical 
solidarity with; the; poor and the 
: . opposed while' at the same time- we 
maintain a (uitori) distance frompartisan 
mvofyemem in ‘politics. .■ 


The accusation that churches, especially those 
under the umbrella of the NCCK, are involved in 
politics is much more the projectionof the politicians 
who are ignorant of the profound theological 
reasons for the mission and calling of the church. 
So says the Rev Dr Samuel Kobia in this extract 
from Ms 1993 Passing on the Tongs of Ser\>ice 
address at the Llmuru Coherence and Training 
Centre. The occasion was, besides the handing 
over ceremony to the NCCK General Secretary, the 
RevMutavaMusyimi, part of the Gdlden Jubilee of 
the NCCK. 
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sharing such powers! 

In so doing the Council is fulfilling 
one of its specific mandates which is, 

To promote the. study and 
investigation of all problems 
relating to Hie effective extension 
of the Kingdom orGod, including 
matters concerning economic, 
social and political Issues. To help 
form an .enlightened Christian 
public opinion on all issues 
affecting the spiritual, moral and 
physical .welfare of the peoples of 
the country, to give express! on to 
9uch Christian opinion and bring 
it to bear on public questions. And 
also to express the common 
concern of the member bodies In 
the service of human need, the 
breaking of barriers between the 
peoples of Kenya and the 
promotion of one human family 
in Justice and peace. ’ - 
Wc ought always to remember that 
intrinsically the council of bhuiuhes 
shares in- the very nature of the 
community Of belie vers and cannotexist 
by itself in solitude in the midst of the 
churches in this\ country. Since it was 
basically, formed for the purpose oF 
promoting theex tension of the Kingdom 
of God among all people of Kenya by 
co-operating Christian efforts in the task 
of Evangelism, Christian- Service, and 
Witness, the council has always sought 
to consolidate the- efforts and mutual 
understanding amongst its member 
churches os well as amongst Christians 
in. general in ministering -towards 
building the body of Christ. • 

During the laotday s of theHis public 
ministry, Jesus Christ passionately 
appealed to bur loving Father “not to 
take us out of the world, but to keep ua 
safe from the power of the evil one" 
(John 17:15). Jesus in the same text 
pleaded with his disciples to be in 
fellowship with one another for the sake 
of the proclamation ofthetJood News. 
That they may see how you care far one 
another, how you share with joy the 
gifts of the Kingdom and how you 
support each other in times. of sorrow, 
and through such- witness they shall 
know lhatyou are children of one loving 
father! 

I appeal to you not to succumb to the 
temptations of this world which are 
characterised by the love of power and 
aggression against the poor! Despite the 
difficulties which'! often encountered 
in my own journey of faith, and in my 
six years of- service as the General 
Secretary of NCCK, I will never forget 
■ the fellowship and support which I 
received from you. You have been 
totally and wholly committed in being 
servants in the Lord 's vineyard in-Kenya. 

■The harvest is still rich but the 
labourers are fewj sQ said the Lord! . 
That is why I -have been committed in 
; ' attracting young labourer, to serve in 
'■ Council, .You have constantly 
renewed- your support and sqlidarity 
Hrith lhe ^ork of flie .Council even In ’ 
'*; : %e£of tunripil aiw tui^fonce.; .’ '' "■ :■ 

■ Yriil 'Hair* nhi sllad 1 . ' . 


whenever you have been called upon to 
speak with vigilance against those who 
are threatened by our unity. However, 
(he nature of our ecumenical unity is not 
based on simple sentiments. 

The council of churches is iiot a 
cheap federation and thereforeours is-a 
costly unity which canhot be 
compromised by selfish interests. We 
are united in truth and drawn tagetlier 
by the grace of God. We therefore derive 
our unity from the essence of the church 
itself. 

I must say that the last three years 
(1991-93) in which this nation, was 
plunged in confusion and whs trodding 
on the edge of chaos. I have never 
experienced such profound' suffering 
love among you. 

Some of our brethren abandoned us 
for fear that we were heading fordoom. 
Today we open our hands and are ready 
to embrace them not with judgment and 
not with any conditions whatsoever. 
Vet them come back to the household of 
God where as the Psalmist says there is 
joy in togetherness. 


How good, how delightful 
U Is to live as brothers and sisters and 
all together. 

It Is tike a fine oil on the head 
running down the beard 
Onto the collar of hts robes. 

It is Uke the dew of hermon 
falling on the heights of Zion: 
for thereby oh we bestows his blessing 
and everlasting Ufe. 

It is with this joy of unity within the 
Kingdom of God that we~ have been 
called upon to celebrate 50 years of our 
journey together as a council of 
churches. 

When you stop and reflect on the 
many wonderful things that the Lord 
has done and continues to perform 
through men and women of -goodwill, 
both in our country and in the world at 
large, then one begins to appreciate the 
reality of God's presence permeating 
all phenomena. 

The amazing things that happen of 
which we are often not conscious both 
in our personal lives and in the life of 
the church, reveal this unfathomable 
troth which was properly described by 
King Solomon who earlier having said 
ihat life is vanityof vanities went on to 
describe the marvels of the Lord is such 
a profound manner. 

“Nothing can be added to them, 
nothing substracted, It is 
Impossible to fathom |lis marvels 
of the Lord! When someone 
finishes he is only beginning and 

when he stops he is as puzzled as 


ever” (Ecclesiastics 18 : 6 - 7 ). 

Tlie beautiful landscape and &> 
shape of trees and mountain! ihs 

inspired groat poets -have stilUobefo 
us a source of inspiration and cotm 
reminder that we are not in charge, itu 
God himself who is inchargeofhiitay, 
a history which is not self-regulating 
but a history in which we have beta 
called to participate as, custodians of 
change! 

In so saying, we are confident^ 
the world is not moving to soraeotw® 
dead end destiny. There is a great hopt 
the kind of hope- that we can only 
prepare for. We are confident thu 
because our God is a God who t 
concerned with the daily details rf 
human life, the affairs of the humic 
community do not take place in sum 
solitary market place in the universe. 

The mystery of the incarnation 
reveals to us one essential truth tint 
God has not only pitchedhis tent iirtbe 
human commqnity but that all human 
affairs are affairs of God. God it 
involved in all the daily details of our 
live such that we cannot make clear 
demarcations of what supposedly 
presupposes religious experience and 
what does neL 

God’s involvement in human lifeii 
wholistic and cannot be dualistic. 
Whatever we do or say as members ofi 
reconcilia lory body will eventually te 
weighed by our conviction as having 
been called to perform the will of God 
whether such performance is described 
as secular or sacred. 

Nothing is more paramount than the 
Word of God which compels us to ad 
with compassion and to speak with 
courage. 


Service without question 
should be our target 


Doyeuspend more time injust sitting 
Idle orsittlng and serving? Someone 
said it thus: Most of idol worshippers 
are first Idle gossips. And that those 
sMio rest much get rusty. 

There art times when there seems 
to be . enough reasons as -to why we 
shouldTather be sitting than serving. 
Serving ls the dire. need today other 
than waiting to be served. 

Charles Reache, a nineteenth- 
century English writer put it well: 

Sow an act, and you reap a habit 

Sow a habit, and you reap a 
character 

You sow character, and you reap 
a destiny. 

How (rue for there are some things 
we never had to learn In- school mxd 
became accustomed to because they 
were natural. Wewere made with the 
ability to breathe, move, cry, eat and 
laugh; but we are not born with other 
abilities (especially serving) which 
become habits by doing, them over 
and over again. 

A powerful example of serving is 
given to us In the life of Noah: 
“According to all that God 
commanded Noah, so did -he.” 
(Genesis 6:22). Infact Jesus says- in 
Luke 17:26: “As It was in the dfiysof 
Noah, so shall be. also in the days of 
the Son of Man.’ 1 ■ 

• .This mearis^hen conditions that . 

; existed before the flood are reprated: ' 
.again, then we may know that the! 

, coming of thfetord rinejfratbaod.,’ 

; _ t believe ^ne ■ra^lng’ hbndl^bli;- 


By Nlcodemus Waka 
Omumbwa (Rev) 

that prevailed in the days of Noah 
-was sitting and doing what wasright. 

Herbert Lockyer says In his 
seasons of the Lord , “How easy it 
would have been for Noah to make 
excuses andtoreply truthfully to God. 
I know nothing about building ships, 
nor do my.sons, and there are no ship 
carpenters -around I can engage to 
work and help. me. But Noah did not 
raise the slightest objectkA and went 
to work at once. Impurity he obeyed 
God and fashionedlheship, or ark, to 
Divine specifications.” 1 

If each believer, preacher, elder, 
church of whoever obeyed what God 
was telling themlnhumilfty andundCr 
authority, we would haveno time to 
engageourselves inthose matters that 
do no} pertain to the kingdom* . 

God he)p us not to-be found saying 
wa.can’1 do anything that He tells us 
to do. Remember at the marriage Jn 
Cana, Mary, themother of our Lord, 
said to the servants of the bouse, 
“whatever he says to you do it.” And 
they did thris helping hi miracle of 
turning wqter in to wine. 

• 1 believe we all need to Just .'do 
whet God’s will te' and leave the 

consequences vrith Him.’ 1 

’ Sh akespea re, iajjenry VIU, teid 
It wpUi ^he will Hearth be don* 
and. the king’s plea&ehy me obeyed.? 

tyjLm 5% Bi^:ln the MI* 


says: “Sad 1 is the day for- any mao, 
when hebecomes absolutely sathfled 
with the life he is llying, the thoughts 
that lie Is thinking and the deeds lhal 
hets doing, when there ceases tab* 
forever beating at the doors of his 
soul a desire to-do something larger, 
which he feels and knows he was 
meant and intended to da” 

I believe .those in our midst with* 
Chrlst-like attitude of serving wM 
indeed be at work whether Mttfrtg, 
' walking, standing, running 
because in Mark 10:45 we read: “For 
even the Son of Man came hot tow 
- ministered to, but to minister ano 
give His Ufe...” * 

Dr S.H. Tow helps ns farther w|t> 

these thoughts: ♦‘Marthafs fault was 
not that she served. For “tserre tw 
King” should be our motto in this 
royal family of Heaven. ; J 
Her fault wits -“she became 
“cumbered about mucb.servtog{® 
that she neglected the Multi’!™ 1 
only irmemberedtto serwfcV. I ' 
. I like Rpth Bilfotan’s Wefd « 
Martha's? story;: ‘fWhen; 

;■ returned the kitcherishe 
a calm, and cappble .ap?It ^ e . T^ 
how-she could take charge °f j£j 


■ aiimuwn.miu hub guuuc 

* , stable with a Sappy heart, Hadn’t » 
■: taken her burden W the, 

'• Ihat nhol » ara (n do? J'. ^ 


tbat what we are to 


i-wwV 
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Kenyan woman 
excels in Geneva 


By Seth Musisl 


She is the first Third World 
country holder of the post of 
Executive Secretary of the 
Lutheran World Federation 
(LWF) headquartered in Geneva, 
Switzerland. 

However, Mrs Musimbi 
Kanyoro, who was born at Bware 
village in South Nyanza district, 
is not complacent about her high 
status. 

"Our people arc themselves 
to blame for the on-going brain 
drain whose destination is usually 
Europe or the United States.” 
Mrs -Kanyoro a doctorate in 
philosophy linguistics achiever 
told me in an interview. 

She was in the country to 
coordinate, on voluntary, basis, a 
Pan African conference of the 
Circle of Concerned Afrcan 
Women Theologians whose 
theme was “Transforming 
Power: Women in the Household 
of God". 

“I blame our people, whether 
this means our society, 
government or institutions, 
because they seem not to 
encourage their own brains but 
would rather reward ten-fold 
foreigners from the West and 
America,*' she says. 


She in particular mentioned 
St Paul’s Theological College 
where, according to her, no 
African holder of PhD 
qualification is invited to lecture 
except those with master’s 
degrees and who, 
constitutionally, cannot 
eventually head the institution. 

Apart from serving an 
international religious 
organization of high repute, Mrs 
Kanyoro is a scholar in her own 
right. She has so far published 
six books on different topics and 
written many 'articles in several 
international journals. She 
recently contributed to a 
dictionary of theology and 
encyclopaedia of theology. 

“In fact, our objective as 
Circle .is for African women to 
write and publish theological 
books from our own context as 
Africans," says Mrs Kanyoro. 
"We have done some- work on 
women in the church, how 
traditions and culture affect our 
well-being, etc r " she asserts. 

At the LWF, she works with 
dhe- ohurches aroundlhe world 
oonscientizing them on the issue 
or women in the church arid 
soceity. She also attends 
pmceedingsoftheUnitedNatibris 
and “digestfp*- die agenda for 
church consumption. 

While her job entails' 1 
promotion of research and 
JJiting, she also giv^s talks on- 
biblical studies on invitation da a- 
ref^^iaUvdofLutheraivWor|d ' 
Federation. She ri, for instance, . 
scheduled to give a key-note ! 
warns during the 4th -World '1 
CaunoU of Churcjiw (WCC) 

„ r • • - ' •’S : 
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Doward ever... Dr Musimbi Kanyoro, boss of LWF in 
Geneva. 


meeting in November litis year 
in Brazil. 

Having worked forthe church 
for a long time, Mrs Kanyoro 
concedes that there appears to be 
much secularization in Europe. 
Butshc explains that even within 
this secularization, there are 
clusters of serious Christian 
people living out their faith.- 

“While we in Africa might be 
pleased about the growing in 
numbers of Christian believers, 
we must be challenged as to 
whether this is helping us to 
change our life in respect of 
human dignity, especially when 
you find that ours is a continent 
with the largest number of 


refugees which is also our own 
making." she cautions. 

On Kenyan women, Mrs 
Kanyoro says: “They arc very 
self-aware, conscicnlized group 
of women, but wc need space to 
contribute more to our country. 
Our country docs not recognize 
the capabilities which women 
have.” 

She asserts that in Kenyacven 
if women get sufficient education 
or ability, only a small number 
will get recognized both in the 
church and in public service. • 

Laments Mrs. Kanyoro who 
is working on another doctorate 
in philosphy (theology) degree 
with San Francisco Theological 


College: “Our skills as women 
are simply not called uponby our 
own country. Sometimes we may 
be recognized at international 
level, but very difficult to be- 
recognised at home." 

She feels that Kenya today 
has a big number of highly 
educated women, yet a very small 
number of them is in high 
positions of decision-making. 

She warns: “It’s time the 
country saw us, not just like 
pictures on tho wall, but real 
citizens interested in promoting 
the welfare of our family and 
society." 

Mis Kanyoro says the woman 
out there in the rural aren should 
be empowered to live a fmitfuL 
life by, for instance, making sure 
that market prices of farm goods 
arc stabilized and competitive. 

According to her, it was 
incumbent upon the government 
and its administrators to make 
water accessible in rural areas, 
encourage tree planting, speed 
up electrification in the country- 
side and improve roads so that a 
farmer con reach the market la 
huy and sell goods. 


Her turning point in life was' 
when she realised that she needed 
to be actively involved in her 
community. “When I was a 
student at university reading oral 
literature, we would be sent home 
for research and J discovered the 
wisdom of our people and 
became particularly aware how 
our kind of Western education 
cuts us from the roots of 
indigenous civilization. Hence, I 
am currently involved in our 
country's activities even though 
I stay in Europe." 



'Perfect' wedding gowns 


A wedding takes toe detailed 
planning of a milii ary operation . 
Ithas to be a day lo remember 
for the right reasons with 
everything going perfectly. 

With this in mind, a fashion 
event was held recently in 
London, when leading designers 
of bridal gowns got together with 
other relevant companies, such 
as those making jeweUcry and 
tableware, to help engage couples 


make choices. 

The I hree gowns shown above 
are by Elizabeth Emanuel, whn 
became known worldwide for 
designing the wedding dress of 
the Princess of Wales. (Whose 
mdfriage to Prince Charles has 
flopped). 

The gown on the left has a 
luUe skirt with a satin shantung 
bodice and butlonediacc jacket. 
The middle dress has a duchessc 


Experts develop locally-prepared infant foods 

. TI10 Hnnnlinne ujpm hflino DrArhlflllv flO tUCl ill icSOnCCB month. Dunni 


All over Africa, food scientists and • 
technologists arestriving andsucceeding 
in developing low cost weaning foods for 
the growing child based on crops 
traditionally grown in Africa such as 
Borghum, millet, yams, sweet potatoes, 

soybean ftndpumpklnleavesamongmany 

others. 

Growth in food production witiiin the 
African region -has been lower than 
population growth over top past two 1 to 
three decades.' 

. A second significant problem 
! contributing to declining fpod availability 
in the African region is toe post-harvest 

. kireof food to rats, insects, fungus, etc. 

• A third important cause of decreased 

availability of food hps been the- shift 
from traditional ort^M in Africa- 
' At a recent foodtechnotogy Workshop 
in Nfurobi%.it was emphasised (hat if Africa 

Was to get out of the current fopd deficit 
gap, Africans w|U havetegoback-to tin pif 
indigenous erdps that are Well adapted to 
the region, such as sorghutn, miilet, ' 


African children are hardest bit by 
chronic nutritional deficiencies. 
Millions of children are malnourished 
or have kwashiorkor. But there Is 
some good news -r African 
technollglsts have developed a 
number of simple low- cost locally 
available foods to wean infants. Sam 
Gonza reports, „ 

(raining programme .for women 
entrepreneurs iir food professing based 
in Botswana, many African nations could 
learn from, the experience of the South 
African nation whfch jobk decisive steps 
to prodtKte a traditional cereal basedfood 
substitute for, its .children. The cereal. , 
tsaband, caught on so wtell.ihat ednlts 
began to ent it as well. * . ; , 


The donations were being gradually 
phased out when the government started 
. to prepare for the development of a 
weaning food to replace previously 
donated soya milk. 

A task force, was set up lo oversee the 

activities of the project and a United 1 
Slates Agency for International 
Development (USAID) and World Food 
Programme (WPP) consultant was 
attached lo the project. 

'= The consultant fetommended the use 
pf maize arid soya in the mixture but quite 
wisely, the government of Botswana 
insritedOrt using sorgjiiiuit. Consdquohtly.' 
Several itii Stores weriniade and themost 
successful turned onl to fro red sdtghum , 
plus soya at the ratio of three parts of fed , 
sorghum to ono-of sbya flour. 

■ v Tlio mixlufe woiu throngh rigorous 


from clinics once a month . During drought 
years, up to 80 per cent of ihechildren are 
fed on tsabana.. In Kenya, 
scientists at the Kenya Indus trial Research 
and Development Institute (KERDI) have 
. produced a nutritious fermented porridge 
suitable, for children colled uji. It is 
1 available in supermarkets. 

The' K1RDI has also developed 
. techniques for 'censuring, absolute 
' hygien k production, particularly in order 
• -to ensure that afiaioxin, a harmful fungus 
does not LhriVfe iiVh product. : 

Nigeria; AJiica’snjbstpopuloa't nation 
' with a populationpf more titan 100 million 
•j people, Is also pitying attention to lire 
' j development of jnfant fo 0 d$ fused an 
fradirioqalcrc^iAhmnberdfco^ntercial 
V food i ems cm (hej market in Nigeria ore . 


Iua«i lAPKl I M WC 1 \ UlU.JIUMuie hhv.w. • iwvu i .mh ... . ... 

. ® ’ l 1 1 rfi?ei\rcl>frefore a (ocalcompnny^ Foods the result oflocnl research efforts, , 

• ■ Wi»h » million ‘ ^ ZX * t „n,o «hoWn ih.c tUe 

.people, f^menlniion prtceu Mi mgnific.pi 

dreo||hliMbMi ■ 5 . JWg KSSPIS .JSVZZ ' ■ oolitive effects on thenutritioiul quality 
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Why it's important 
for you to vote 


Voting gives you the power to 

remove lenders -who have failed 
to promote your interests and 
retain those who have performed 

well. Elections remind leaden 
that they are accountable to the 
people. 

Through elections you can 
choose -leaders you want, the 
government you want and you 

• can also suggest the policies you 
would like, 

All the citizens have the same 
political rights including the right 
to vote for acandidate or stand as 
a candidate in local and 
parliamentary -elections, 
regardless of their econom ic and 
social status. 

One of the reasons why you 

should-vote is that you have a 
right to do so. The constitution 
givde you power to elect a 
candidate of your choice. Thus 
by voting, you are exercising your 
duty as a citizen of the country. 

Parliament is supposed to be 
the supreme organ in making 
laws and by voting, you 
determine the kind ofUaws that 
wiB be used to run die county. 
Your wise choice during 
elections will determine ftte kind 
of laws that will govern yourlife. 
Parliament is the modern. 
Barazala Wazee, that is a council 
of elders whoure supposed to be 
independent in their thinking, It 
does the fallowing things: 

- Makes laws through bills 

- Amends the constitution 

' Consider die estimates of 
expenditure prepared by the 
various departments of the 
government. By casting your 
vote, you therefore determine « 
howyour money as'a tax payer is < 

used by the government. 

Elections determine the 
waders who willrun the country. 

Bad leaders make a bad country. 

If you don’t vote, you miss your 
chance to decide on good 
leadership. You neglect the duty 
to-determinc the destiny of your 
country. 

Finally you*end up blaming 
bad leadership when you had a 
chance . to choose good 
lcadership. Bad governments are 
made by people who don’t 
vole and those- who do not vote 
wisely. By voting and doing so 
wisely, -.you are deciding on: 

1. Belter education for your 
children 

2. Better health care foryouiself - 
and your loved ones ' 

3. The prices for your cash crops 

4. Belter security for yourself pi 

and your property. v< 

5. Enough and better food for m 

all. |jj 

6 . Belter roads 

7. Better telecommunications 


► - You have been convicted of an 

1 election offence. 

1 You can register as a voter in 
any part of the country so long as 
m fulfil any of Jhe following 
conditions: 

a) You must have lived in the 
area for five months within the 
last twelve months before, the 
elections. 

b) You must have -carried out 
business in the area for the same 
period of time. 

c) You must have been employed 
in the area for the same period, 
ri) You musthave owned land or 
residential building in the area 
for a similar period. ' 

Once you meet any of the 
above conditions, you can 
register as a voter. To register 
you have to possess a national 
identity card so that you can be 
issued with a voter’s card. You 
can only register in one 
constituency. Once you have 
done that, you are now ready to 
vote. 

If there are*good reasons for 
voting and it is so easy to meet 
the conditions that a voter is 
supposed to fulfil, why dtendon't 1 
some people vote7 

Inthe days of-thc single party, 1 

some people refused to vole I 
because they did not agree with 
the policies of Kanu. They c 

thought by voting for a candidate 1 

sponsored by the same party, they c 

were supporting it. 8 

At 'the same time in those ti 
days, some candidates were b 
imposed on the voters by the n 
ruling party. Since those b 
candidates were not the people’s 
choice, many voters didn't vote, ai 
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Moi's diversionary 
tactics in full swina 

_ D " tal “»P Moi appear. o„ ^ 



President Daniel arap Moi appears d 

determined to divert the national clamour for — By Bianfluel NJurUfl 

constitutional reform and the controversy it is speculated that they 1 

the recent claims about guerrilla threats from ^^^^ativesin Kenya andUganda. 

neighbouring Uganda and plans by unnamed Imi JET, 5* t scores relate to 

foreign powers to topple the Kanu regime f alleged Kenyan suspects Ottafire 
In what has been described as ihettricil I!?"** While he WflS U|C sccur 'ly 

circus of the "same old Kanu. the same old ‘ 

lies", the guerrilla allegations have^o far Odnnt , T ‘o !°J elale, ° ,he ^ng^r" 

claimed one life and crippled one of die two n fi , S " d ^ FebruaF y 18 Movement saga 

self-confessed "guerriUa B« ^ ^^operandt remaiS 

Underbox has yet to explode in ^ government fairy tales. 

I boomerang on the Kenya government life tha^thfT *1 " mUCh wheB he declared 
never before. By the look of things Moi mav “hJ ** \ WO Kc ' iyans were naming him 

be inviting open defiance. 1 ^ caus . c } wa . s rhe director of intelligence 

For the first lime in his IS years of J^ l | nmi8terinchar B co f“ciirity. Nothing 

discredited by his govVmmcm^dfolomaffo Deo ^ e T ? ll61eartJialhe d‘d not assassinate 

Uganda, Mr Peter ole Nkuraiyia who had never trained and had no interest 

dismissed the guenilla story off ’hand rh ^ ^ enyan rebels - His counleipart 

Summoned to give h is government ° ooshion chaUen B ed ‘ or I their government ’to 

on claims that Ugandan officials hacfgiven fotfow 0 u U D” Wlth ^ ^ We CWI 

„ ^' ,le Kenyans diplomat in Kampala may 

Uganda government to Tg“ore hi eZZ T ° polomiall J' diplomwicelly 
utterances". 8 " embarrassing scenano but he did nothing to 


- ICIIIHIIIS 

me Kanu government fairy tales. 

Ottafire said as much when he declared 
that the two Kenyans were naming him 
because I was the director of intelligence 


and a minister in cha^c of Nofohic TT * “ W 

more". 8 ^ 001 ln ® money. At least in countries where thejud. 

» - ... - process may be given a chance. 


coup de clats, have gone a long way to sea 
potential investors, local and foreign, as wi 
as tourists. 

Local investors cannot invest in som 
parts of the country for fear of renew 
ethnic clashes while foreigners will nolris 
their money or lives in a country wfw 
guerrillas or coups could strike any dif .Thi 
is a worse campaign and economic aabotag 
l linn can lie blamed on bo'tli local and foreig 
media. 

When a Head of Stale says hiscountryi 
threatened by guerrillas. Whose trainers h 
forgives even beforethey arc tried oncharge 
of possessing firearms, then investors hav 
every reason lo look elsewhere lo put thei 


Whflt do you need to vote? 

*** • - Se a Kenyan -citizen 

• - Be L8-years.or above 
■; Be of sound mind 
: .-Should not have been declared 
' bankrupt. . . 

' You 1 are disqu&Ufied from being 

: ■ . ! Registered as q voter if: 

' ' • : riX au have be cri. declared 

: | hankrupt , 

. . • : : pf unsound mind • 

•| j ■ ' ■ ; ■ ■ ■ i 

f - 


Now that there are many 
parties, some voters still -don't 
vote. One of the reasons that 
makes them not voto is that they 
have been disillusioned by the 
people they have eleotedbcfore. 

The same. leaders who had 
made promises during election 
campaigns have ended np as 
failures. As such, the voters feel 
that they are just wasting lime* 
choosing a represent alive. ' 

’ . Some yblers Fall to identify 
with the- candidates who have 
offered themselves for election. 
They think that they and the 
parties Ihuh aye sponsored them 
have nothing to offor, 

To be edrittiitt editi ijie nextissuc'. 

.Extracted from You <Md:Youf 

vnlfl . /im C/Mi.ibu.-J.i /v -.l', ’ > / 


aulocraticrule, Moi has been openly Hemadeiig»ipnrtiv«f h A- a . • procesB may be given a chance, 

discredited by his government’s diolomat in 1 T? H dear dial he did not assassinate 

Uganda, Mr Peter ole Nkuraiyia, who ^ tfaU1 ^ 1 an i hnd no NflOatlVQ publicity 

dismissed the guenilla story off-hand iLfu ^ enyan Tebels - Hls counleipart H * 

Summoned togive his government’s position comeout govcnlmcnt “ to The irony of Uiis whole scenario is 

on claims that Ugandan officials had given foltow un” ^ ^ f “ ^ ** ^ d, e same Head ofStale and his ministers' 

armed andlogistical support to Kenyan rebels. Th* a~i . . ,, him round and blrnne tlie press for negff 

the Kenyan High Commissioner advised have saved^ Dotonriall m , K ^ mp<lla may publicity,, locally and, as reponsible 

Uganda government to "ignore the embarrHMJno 0 u y u d ’ F O,n0Ucn ly declines in. tourism numbers and for 

utterances". me embarrassing scenano but he did nothing lo investors. 

The Kenyan diplomat told Ugandans that !S5i!!!!,? l!,p0 ? (IcnCy pltm,cd They appear oblivious to the fact 

Kenya was not negating on the new spirit of Kenva w tuno . ,0 ,hc even ’donor countries and internatP 

co-operation scaled with Uganda fast January TV ^ nnrf uih/f 8 Corporation radio arid organisations would be hesitant to prior 

nt Amagoro by presidents Moi and Yoweri nranniinwm B ni c . M 3 , ■ P rcs,don,ial aid to a country constantly shadow bo 

Museveni. As the diplomat was dismissing M anv wcre , pH . ^ '"J- x ., - imaginary guerrillas and crying -wolf a 

the guerrilla saga, Moi on his return Many were led to believe Ihat MoiVlife coups. ' 

Mozambique wastelling Kenyans that the m ^geras were those ofBishop Raphael 

guerrilla threat was -real". Political observeia hold the view- tl 

two Ugandan ministers who were F • government that spends valuable preside 

Constant vilification 

^^Z m, , W r des eP bed “ hy ^ L t»ckla-fe min a,,la=k of.d^s 


imaginary guerrillas and crying -wolf s 
coups. 

Political observers hold the view l 
• government that spends valuable preside 

time noHrllina rhpan nnlitie-ol nmnaosM 


— -oa.uta as ties, me 

tore Kenyans were described as "liars” by- ana me h0 w to tackle -famine, lack of -dr 

Col Ottafire, the former Uganda Intelligence roa^indM !^., hands H of re ^ 8 hpapUals and repairing trai 

and sMimty chief and currendy Minister Of Kikuyu MP Pau^ ,nfrastructure - lhfl n it is time s 

State for Local Government while Defence Mini^ aiir t».nviro Mu * l \ 1{W y er Knnuki government quit office. . 

Mmster Mbabazi said; “It is not our habit to envir onine n tuiWanganMaatha!. , 'v. 

^•tipfPPlo who destabilize our neighbours." wi ^ ■■■ The dUemma in the KertyansittU 

Nkuraiyia thought the two were ; cleansing C a KoJgi ** neither those that' are govemiii 

U,«-»h S c,e„oe”. ■ those that arc bpulg govemed caiH 

Unsettled ' bewvdertied permission 1 golid .b^ny his ^ ^«»Uing-gove ra hi f 

n vw talhettwo years since he died v , ' ij' ' . 

; V ‘ '■ He aicr, i ■ -j. .. , -..Kenyan, voters should- respond: 

S n ° lcle “ why Moi ° r his intelligence appeal acairtsL four wnfEn '5? - • wn*teful Kanu government ; props| 

service allowed foe Rift Valley Provincial . offences How J«al an^for binlablo • general negligence, in gqvernancf 

rommissioper, Mr Yusuf Haji, to leL the two ^ meihRl^netit;^ 

Kenyans lake such a. swipe on Ugandan 1 their,yotos- wisely fbr people, wlioir 

cabinet ministers, JSTSLl. in . : beliqye wiU nqt^'coSw^ Tj'; 

1 ; TJedaims-by^iwo min have-roiveaVV;' \ 

0 bd incredulous Ivfar- fetched- by any ' eovammiim <Pd Aw ' ;K«iya ..... * Thju { is one, JC-eriyarts 6 

specfrum of poBsibilJlibs even to tha-most Hk'ihS? 55 f^VWjea.vFubUc . notf^tralathehSkyes ^refosmgtQ, 


JA-uuuiig klicn p .puuutaip<upi>£iur 

.guerrillas', insteadof discussingpolicy mi 
such, as how to create job. oppprtdi 
through secure and enabling envimnr 
how to tackle -famine,, lack of -drug 
hospitals and repairing traps 
infrastructure, then if is time slit 
government quit office. . ' 


Unsettled 


• The dilemma in the Keaiyan-sittUt 
that neither those that' are governing 
thpse that are’ being, governed caq-s? 
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Subsidised 
shows by 
Phoenix 
continue 


Phoenix- players, based at the 
Professional Centre, are in the 
middle of their six-month 
subsidised theatre which began 
on June 28 and ends on December 
21 . 

The- theatre currently is 
showing- F.ilumend ^by Eduardo 
Filippo. Theplay, which focusses 
on the extent to which a 
determined woman will go to get 
her man, ends on October S. 

Other shows lined up include 
Who Killed Sonia Claus? - by 
Terence Feely, Old World by 
Aleksei Arbuzov and Joseph ami 
the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoai by Tim Rice and 
Andrew Lloyd Webber. 

At the Kenya National 
Theatre is Miqha, The Bride 
performed by the KUNSA group 
along with visiting arts students 
from Toho Gakuen University 
of lapan. The students are- in 
Kenya on 'a cultural exchange 
programme. 

In a one-Jiour performance a 
few days ago, the Japanese left 
the audience- awed as they 
performed Hakamah, a dressing 
game , Haiya andOhara, clasical 
Japanese dances. At the end of 
the show theaudience was treated 
to a stimulating Japanese 
classical song, Sakura. 

■ hfiaha is about "La femme 
fatale," an outcast woman among 
African communities. It echoes 
theworkof Mrs Marjorie Oludhe 
Mficgoye titled The Strange 


By Fredrick Nzwlll 

Bride and Grace Ogot's The 
Bride 

Playing Nyawir, the bride, 
was Fransica Kinyua, while Joel 
Qtukho was the father, Esther 
Mpoka the mother and- Charles 
Otieno the bridegroom. 

. The play, sponsored by the 
Masai Mara, runs alongside the 
adapted school set text Mine Boy 
by Peter Abrahams. 

The play was directed by 
Erustus Owour, a popular artist 
known for his outstanding 
performance in KenSaroWiwn's 
The Transistor Radio. 

Starring in the production 
were Morris Ndagwa as Xuma, 
Lucy Wangnri of Kenyatta 
University as Leah, Mercy 
Muigui of the University of 
Nairobi as Maissy,' and 
Jacqueline Nyamogo of Utalii 
are Eliza. 

Owuor says that in directing 
‘theplay, the majorquestion was, 

"what next after apartheid?" 

Exploited in detail was the 
effect of the city on an innocent 
village boy, Xuma, who -leaves 
his rural home in search of a job 
in a town in apartheid South 
Africa. 

Xuma has to learn to figlu 
and dance as the city people do. 
By his side is Mama Leah who 
assists him to adopt and shed the 
skin of the village. 

However, the actor failed to 



Conspiratorial... Actors in the recently ended "Government Inspector" stnyc their net 
at the Kenya Notional Theutte. 


present the gradual development 
of the main character. 

According to Owour. 
perfecting that development was 
a major challenge. The romantic 
scenes between Eliza and Xuma 
were well captured wh ile the love 
conflict between Maisy and Eliza 
over Xuma was*well visualised. 

Maisy is that emotional fatc- 
does-it woman, while Eliza is an 
half educated schoolteacher 
obsessed with the ways of the 
white man. 

Thetwocharacters.however. 


presented one major aspect of 
apartheid — d ^association from 
life. 

Owour feels (hat if this* 
adaptation had been performed . 
by seasoned actors, the 
production would have been 
better, to which Richard Kimani 
of Wazalendo feels -that actors 
and theatre practitioners had 
better stop talking of up-coming 
actors. 

“This has been a scapegoat 
for most producers. If they stage 
shoddy productions, they need 


not justify them by describing 
the actors as up-coming," he says. 

“They deny young actors 
knowledge through this 
assumption. We could only help 
ourselves if we treat all actors.at 
the same level. " 

Mine Boy bled nan-alion and' 
conflict. Outstanding was the use 
of simple stage craft, which was 
very communicative. The bare 
stage symbolized the emptiness 
surrounding the lives of South 
Africans by then. 


Confessions of gospel music singer Ngemu 


Gospel mpsic singer Justus 
Manthi Ngemu admits that the 
"luring" beats and rhythms of 
EecularmuBic-hada special effect 
onhim when he launched himself 
into the. music world. 

“Ifl had not been inspired by 
foe music of discos and the radio, 
I would not be where I anrtriday,” 
he says. 

He specifically mentions 
Lokassa Ya Mbqgo, Sam 
Mangwana and Les Wanyikaas 
jus greatestinfl uences. However, 
he says he is a “chikTof the late 
Kakai Kilonzo. 

"Ieven tried toimmitat&some 
°t his records earlier in my 
musical attempts," says he. "But 
lost interest on earthly music 
when I got saved.” 

"Ngemu sings gospel songs 
oocause he believeB he' will be 
P*id For it. Besides "my financial 
w $R*Wog has unprovedgf eatly 
^pared fa time* \&em:I lived 
°n formal employment." !'• 
.The gospel musio singer hails 
Mumbuni wa Mundu, 

e My*jmiling Ngemu married 


By Fredrick Nzwlll 

Rachel Muthoni last month at 
AIC's Jericho Church-. 


Bon\ 30 years ago, Ngemu 
was educated in Ikumini Primary 
School and Matheini Secondary 
School. His musical journey 
began while he was at primary 
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school. Pastor Kyoyo, A. LG. had 
great influence on him, so did 
Kinyui Town Choir and Nairobi 
Prisons Staff Choir. 

Before going solo he worked 
as a Clerk with Kenya Breweries 
and sis -a casual* with K.C.C. 
However, gospel singing gained 
a special place in his life when he 
became born again. 

Unlike many upcoming 
musicians Ngemu has had a 
chance to perform at thcK.B.C. 
studios. .! 

: , "I have been ft: corded for both 
the radio and the T.Vi This. has 
enabled me raaftet soirie of my 
caskclfos," he says. ' : 

According | to "hi mi jnb.st 

upcoming, musicians face .a. 
number of problems. *T do nor 
hnyefinough mqney iDproducea 
iiiagaziheait wHatl do,; I^hhs hot 
also been easy for me to ppy.ihp 
: few j>Coplo l^orkr'with/’he Sa)^. 

: .'^Ngenju;.: ^hb'-pUy?; solo 
'. gdltorv ^iiiir^ 1 the' stales bf 
gospel ._,slngcr f [^mndgo 


Dawa. The oilier gospeLsinging 
group he admins is die Kyande 
group producersof ^ Wachungaryi 
Tuwaelezeni Ulavell. 

They, along with Shari Martin 
and Ole Maduli, have moving 
messages ■ and a unique 
arrangement of music. 

•. . Ngemu intends to expand and 
, reach as many people as possible 
. by bccqmiri'g a producer of his 
own music. He estimates that he 
spends ’ between Sh 40,000 to 
. 70.000 in producing a single 
cassette but is shy to say how 
/ muc|i he makes qn one cassette. 

. '"If the cassette is not pirated,; 
itaqlls.wpU/'ftayt he although he 
! is yet |o become victim of 
•: -piracy.' 1 . \ i’-' ‘ 

"Let ,us smg .witli the aim pf ! 

. piBisiut jttild! s^ing foe Lord, j 
1 Most of us thlnkabouim6ncy80 
much that we fotgdi.the love dx, : 

• ;Gb^;Tbe gpal qf every gflaj^li 
'bIkIP ■ . to. spfoad Ihe - 

t^acftbjlg ;«jd , IbVe to-' 

i I ! vh.ar^|ri ri«S.- ; -..Ij- s:f[i , J; ' > f . 


Film, TV 
association 
in the 
offing 

By Fred Ndung'ti 


There is talk of registering a 
Kenya National Television and 
Film-makers Association to 
revamp the moribund local film 
industry. Kenya's film makers 
and script writers are taking a 
cue from the vibrant West African 
film industry. 

The Nigerian film industry 
should be of particular interest, 
says Mr Albert Waridago, a 
playwright, actor and theatre/film 
director. 

The registration idea come 
up during a discussion that 
followed the screening of 
Wandago's Duogo (the return) 
video at the British Council 
recently. " 

In Nigeria, local video* 
makers have assumed the film- 
making role. They slnot local 
and relevant videos which arc 
shown in theatres throughout the 
country. 

Foreign films (often irrelevant 

and alternating) have 
consequently been rendered 
irrelevant. Thus Nigerians have 
continued promoting and being 
proud-of their cultures. 

Duogo is a moving and 
exciting musical drama about a 
Christian family in Africa. Pastor 
Yoliann is a. faithful, happily 
married church minister with a 
son and daughter. 

The son. Ted, unlike the father 
has given up Christian values 
and become a famous local pop 
musician. Diana, the daughter, 
has followed her parents' 
footsteps but the world has been 
unkind to her and despite her 
responsible and charming 
character she divorces jo On after 
marriage. 

When she falls seriously sick 
anddoesn’tseem to recover after 
taking modem mediciiie, Ted 
suggests lo the mother that they 
seek the assistance of tradition^ 
healers, a suggestion that drives 
Pastor Yohana wild. 

Serious cultural conflicts 
evolve but the climax is reached 
with Diana's death and 
consequent claims by the mother 
that her daughter is disturbing 
her in her (mother’s) sleep. In the 
dreams Diana is complaining of. 
having gotten an improper burial. 

Pastor Yohana's tyoes 
increase when he is defrocked 
and driven away from the 
congregation and viewers are left 
guessing what his mistakes were. 
However, the video ends on an 
optimistic vote when he -is 
welcomed back to the church. 

: Like many pieces opart, 
Duogo generates different 
interpretation^ It might appear 
like a mockery of the-Christian 
faith relative fa African- beliefs' 
Kid-traditions.' 

. Cultural; * ! conflict, 

qeverthb)eu,-ls a strong theme • 
'and tiie diwussionithat folkwv* • 
:*1he show-add more testimony io t 
. that.-,. '\.V : k- ** •' ' 

^atiasjgQ j:';sayf |te 
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K .?Iff n fission prepares Kenyans for future 

■Thcrillrolinn nFtk. ..... - 


As -a response to the increasing 
number of the faithful in Africa, 
a Korean mission has set up a 
centre in' Kenya. for training 
pastors as well* as planting of 
-churches. 

Known as Dr Cho’s African 
. Mission Centre, it is situated in 
Nairobi's Biiru Burn Phase One 
Estate on a four-and-half acre 
plot, and is projected to produce 
150 pastors and 400 technicians 
in communications annually. 

Courses on offer include 
hermeneutics (the study ofQod), 
eschatology and. Islam. The’ 
courses itlso prepares the students 
toserve as missionaries i n foreig n 
countries. 

Other courses are: church 
Brovrtht administration and 
equipping the servants of God 
for tlje ministry of Jesus Christ, 

The mission centre is open to 
pastors from different 
denominations. However, 
priority at the moment is given to 
those living in Nairobi since 
boarding facilities are hot 
available for the entire student 


body. 

-The duration of the courses is 
three- years. Students will be 
awarded diplomas or bachelor’s 
degrees in theology 0 f the 
International Correspondence- 
Universities in the United Stales. 

, The requirement, however, 
is thatevery student enrolling for 
a bachelor’s degree should have 
the programme evaluation 
completed by the International 
Correspondence -Institute 
University by the time they 
complete their six-month 
Course,' says the centre's 
administrator, Pastor Nicholas 
Mulea. 

The condition for admission 
is that students should be-serving 
pastors and they should be 
recommended by their seniors. 
The first lot will- graduate late 
next year:. 

Duringthe dedication service 
at the centre in December last 
yeari the founder. Pastor (Dr) 
David Cho, said that by the turn 
of the century missionaries from 
the centre will be sent to minister 
us several African countries and 
beyond. 



The official opening of Dr Chh's Africa Mission Centre oq March 30 1994 
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kindon the continent. According concentration nf hJfe'Jn 88 n™ 8 ,? de at Uhuru Park m *" 3 - 
to him the church movement -in AfrfoT 01 S ,sho P Pfllrick ' Mungrf of 

Africa was growing so rapidly Dr Chn's Africon m- ■ Nairobi CaLvary Temple donated 

— ^ y ** Ch0 8 Afr,can Missi °" the land on which the centre is 


A dream 
come true 
for Awino 


built. 

The fust lot of Btudenti (45) 
was admitted on March 30, 1994 , 
and the second lot of 40 studeoh 
in January last year. 





TheRev Elizabeth Agumba... teacher Id Turkaua for three 

^£?® bruiaiit y d ©cried 

havebee^d^d^ testimonies to broker peace among 

from independent wtaZT ? h c ° mmun,,leB without 
Oo a more positive nofof'the situation. 

KHRC lay, thU? white atauitfc, h “ 

S 53 ar"“- 

lllUld Moyall! ri. 00,1,1 thfr^ou laments that 

u B different story. though no executions have taken 

; ^ “ clashes ■ capital offences like m “der 

as violent robbery and treason. ’ 
Jiiero- rattle, rustling incidents, 

These incidents have led to over ' -“describes Uiedeath sentence 
35 deaths between. Jiine 19 and inhuman, abhorrent 

August 1996,” the- document Pteiitive and that jthas not 
8 l «®s. proved its worth as a deterrent to 

The KHRC decrits the crin «- 


— «*u=riusHing incidents, 

These incidents have led to over ' ^describes thedeath sentence 
35 deaths between.Jiine 19 and .** ““totnc, inhuman, abhorrent 
August 1996,” the- document punitive- and that it has not 
“totes. proved its worth as a deterrent to 

The KHRC decrits the crin «- 
referring to suchviolencafls cfiltlo we “P°n 
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The Rev Elizabeth Awino 
Agumba was 15 years old and In 
StandardSeven at thethen Ng ’iya 
Girls Boarding School in Kisumu 
district when she becameabom- 
again Christian. 

I The second bom of Jane and 
polygamist Apoio Ogonji, 
* Elizabeth says her commitment . 
to Christianity is paying 
dividends. 

"I Hm currently the chaplain 
as w,ell as a teacher at St Julitin's 
Academy, Siaya, where my 
duties include guidance and 
counselling”, she told me in an 
interview in Nairobi. 

Elizabeth is one of the only 
three women pastors of the GFK 
Diocese of Maseno South. She 
holds a l -Pl certificate frpm. 
Kagumo Teachers College, a 
Nairpbi Universily certificate in 
Higher Religious Studies and a 

diploma in theology by extension 

from the St John's School of 
Missionary, Siaya. 

"While at Ngiya”, she recalls, 
"I-came into contact with two 
women teachers who actually 
1 moldqd my Christian life, a: Ms ‘ 
Mary Ominde and Ms Ogutu. 
They are the ones who influenced 
me into becoming a bom-again . 
Christian”. ■ , 

She cap never forget Mary 

Ominde, now Mrs Ochieng, who 
had just moved to.Ng ’iya ftfier 
training at- Sfriba. 'This was a 
.. womiui -with a difference in her~ 

,. ^andhroughthpi^fompwhai 1 
beingaChiislian is; supposed- to 
: bo while she .wort (he hearts- of - 
■ many in her grigRsh class” , [ • 


In her lessons Mary Ominde 
stressed the importance of good 
morals and wouldregularly invite 
students to her house where she 
whnessed to tliem about Christ. 

“I should point out that her 
influence brought quite a 
difference in my life such that 
. when I joined form Oneat 
lyakach Secondary School in 
1969, 1 was made the chairman 
of Christian Union where the 
community often refered to 'me 
as 'Pastor'", she says. 

Hardship arnfl 

It was at Nyakach that -her 
Chnstian life was -shaped into 
what it is now. While a student, 
she came across The Christian 
Teacher in which there was a 
newsitem asking whether 
anybody was -interested in 
working in Turkana, a hardship 
area, as a teacher. 

T did not think much about ; 
it. But later, as I was sitting in a. • 
comer of our school studying,, 
out of the blues a worker passed 
by-andposedaquestlon: 'Pastor, 
haven't you gone to pteach in 
Turkanaland?’” 

Sensing that this was probably 

what God .wanted her to do ahe^ 
after completing her -secondary . • 
education, proceeded to Kagumo . 
Teachers College fa May : 1973., ,i 
And whert she . finished college • ■ 

' b 1 ! May- 1975 she requested fo be - 

-fpostediri Turkana. . ; . . .. fj 

I ® 1 pasting was Lokori , - j 
■ Primary -Sohpol 1 : Where ; she : ” 
.worked, fpr throe years, §he ) 




describes herstay.in die hardship 
area as quite challenging. 
However, she became a friend of 
the whole- community, learned 
the Turkana language and was 
able to teach Sunday School in 
their- language. 

1 Recalls (he 43^60^01(1 
jnolher of three boys and one 
girl: “Before being transferred to 
Kisumu district in 1978, I had 
interracted with the Turkana 
youth as we used to have a 
Christian Union in the school 
and woald visit families in their 
manyattas where I preached the 
gospel arid evangelized the 
people”. 

The cleric,-, who married 
Washington Agumba,- also a 
school teacher, the same year she 
was transferred to Kisumu, says 
that her stay in Tuikanamade her 
to -discover that the community 
is friendly arid receptive to the 
Wordof God. 

-Special Intftfocjtff 

She -attributes her success-in 
her church and Christian, 
responsibilities to her- husband 
who she met when she waspo9ted 
to Bar-Korwa Primary School. 
They married atthe endof 1978 . 

“1 say so because after I got 
married, I .started, taking a very 
Iqw profile in my. church ’. 

activities and this wetit on for the ' 

next eightyears until my husband . . 

started talking tome aboUttaking 

a muchmore active role in chturih 
work," She reflects. . 


-^;r- ... I, worked, for three Venn Sha i 7 : Py- : 

L'Sir-;’!!- 5 T: ' : ■' •' !"!' !' '.;i‘ ••;!!•'• ■! v . -i ' 

1 'i ■- .".v .'-.l-: ..tA-, .--vViJ' -i-- ■ ■ *-.( -'.r-,* -.c - : 'J - .-- 1- 


' ' r il Wa “ oh hisistaride 7 ; 

of ;i«r uqsbOnd that in 1^87 khe 
apptpached the director of ; 
'Theofo^ipal GoUege -'by ’• % 
. Extension, KjsUm^ texpr^^ing : ;■? 


By Seth Musisi 


her interest to pursue studies. 

The course normally takes 
three years, but when she was 
admitted in January thefollowing 
year, it took her only one year to 
qualify for the NairebiUniversity 
certificate in higher religious 
studies. She had passed well in 
the five-paper course. 

# 

With that certificate, 
Elizabeth was -appointed a lay 
reader -in her local church-, a 
position • which enabled her to 
.assist her pastor in his pastoral 
duties. 

Coincidentally, the retired 
Bishop of Maseno South, BrJohn 
Hepry Okullu, was looking for a 
school chaplain arid she got (hat- 
job following a recommendation- 
■from her pastor, the Rev Aggrey 
Odhiambo of Guu Parish. 

It was shortlyafter takingover 
as a chaplain thatsheenrolled for 
a diploma in theology a< , -* n 
-external student 'with St Johri * 
School of Mission, a course *h* 
completed in ’1993. And I She p 
no t contented with this: Elizabeth 
wants to further her education in 
religious knpwledge. 

Her 8 pecial interesla ,art| 
counselling, ^speciially fhe ybotli 
group which; she saysi glve*^ ; 
a lot of satisfaction aii^ ihadid^ 

1 BoirtohNovembet^i-i^.. 

; Elizabeth says ' both h^i fwbS ;. 
arid mother bejqngi tpi# W--i 
arid that 1 her poiygatpdt^/J*® 
has a total of 17 ^ 
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Electricity failure 

exposes tricky boy 


Rafiki Primary School was yet 
■ again in a festive mood.-Jt was 
November- and the school- was 
preparing for the annual leavers* 
party for StandardEight pupils. 

All the pupils were expected 
toplay a rolein the occasion. The 
ichool choir was to entertain the 
students, teachers and guests by 
presenting songs. 

The choir was made up of 
pupils from different classes but 
its leader was always a Standard 
Seven pupil Who held the position 
for ayear and was replaced when 
he joined Standard Eight. 1 -» - 
Daniel Mlvangi was the choir 
leader that- year. Daniel was not 
particularly talented in music like 
all the choir previous leaders. In 
fact he didn't’ like music at all 
and he- didn’t have the voice or 
the skilLneeded as-a choir leader. 

The reason he had become 
choir leader was that he had 
bribed members ofthemusicclub 
and was elected to the post 
When he was reminded by 
the headmaster that he should 
prepare the choir to entertain the 
school during the leavers' party, 
Daniel panicked because he knew 
that the time for the test of Kis 
ability as a choir- leader had come 
and that his performance would 
not be impressive. 

Daniel -’thought hard about 
what to do to save his image. He 
knew that ifthechoir didn’t make 
a good representation during the 
party his reputation would be 
dented. It was this that he wanted 
to avoid at all costs. 

- After six days of serious 
thinking Daniel stumbled upon 
an idea which he was sure would 
*ave his reputation and cheat the 
.whole school that he was just-as 
good as all the choir leaders who 
had served before him,- 

Instead ofpreparirig the choir 
to present a gpig-he would take a 
cassette of one of the songs that 
had been-recorded-years earlier. 

|l was this song, that would be 
played during the presentation. 

Thechoir would be at the dais 
as usual but all the members 
would do would be to move-their 
“pa and -dance to. (he recorded 
music. Because of the high 
volume of the cassette player the 
audience would be fooldd that it 
was the choir that was actually 
singing. 

_ P* cre was conflict when 
ahiel told the choir members 
replan he had during a meeting 
°ue evening. 

‘Don't you think we shall be 
. tile audience we are 
surguig while it is the- cassette 
w iH b ® playing7’fone 
his idea^ W ^ en ^ an * e Ioxplained 

Nnii? a ? US 10 beveiy, original/ 
SJody has ever done such a ' 
befo «. It is d way of 
that the choir is a big 

^^^hatwiBhetheiieedbf . 

totfofS and dancing 
he hiriea if the wOrds'wiU not': 

Can-t^^ 8 from 0 w: mouths? • 
foUhecassettehlay J 

^ honest,” 
^ “tedent said.- He hated 


By David Karanja 

cheating. 

“You don’t understand. It is 
not about honesty. It is -about 
showing that the choir is very 
strong,” Daniel said. 

It took-a long lime for him to 
convince the choir members to 
go along with his scheme. But at 
the end of it all they reluctantly 
agreed.- It was decided that (lie 
choir should be holding meetings 
as usual so that they could do 
rehearsals fo$ the dancing and 
moving of die lips. 

Daniel was to select th'c best 
song from the cassettes in the 
Bchool library and would-be 
responsible for mounting (he. 
player during the presentation. 

A day before the party, 
Daniel, with the help of one of 
his best friends, sneaked into the 
school hall where the party was 
to be hold. They climbed into the 
ceiling and hid die player with 
tiie .cassette of the song -he had 
selected. 

They fixed a long cable which 
they connected to an electricity 
plug as the player was to use 
elcc[ricily..Thcn they left. 

Early the following morning 
before breakfast, Daniel's friend 
sneaked into (he school hall and 
once again climbed to the ceiling 
and sat near the cassette player. 

Daniel had instructed him to 
switch it on when he made a 
certain whistling noise and switch 
it off when the song ended. 

The leavers' party startedat 9 
a.m. A few boys presented poems 
-and a short - play was performed 
by the drama club. Then it was 
the choir’s turn to entertain the 
school. 

When the master of 
ceremonies requested the choir 
to move forward to the dais, 
excitement swept the hall. 
Everybody had been waiting for 
'this moment. 

- The choir had always made 
the best performance and-they all 
expected it to kteep this record. 
The excitement continued as the 
choir walked to the dais and took 
position. 

As chofr leader, Daniel began 
to make gestures to his members. 
At Ihe 8 aine rimehe made a sharp 
whistling sound andjhe boy at 
theceiling pressed theplaybutton 
of the cassette. 

The song began to beam in 
the hall and the audience began 
to clap in appreciation. Thechoir 
members were dancing in iythm 
with thesong and every Body was 
happy. Yat again, the choir had 
Hved up to -its name, everyone 
thought. --f. . , 

.. 'The song ’had reached the 
climax when $uddenly power ' 
failed. -Everyone was surprised 


the audience. 

Murmurs of disapproval and 
surprise swept the hall and this 
made the confusion even more. 

“What is going on Daniel? 
Why have you stopped singing?” 
the headmaster who was seated 
at the front row asked 
embarrassed at the scene because 
it would give the guests a bad 
image of the school. 

“Noth. ..nothing Sir,!, 
nothing,” Daniel stammered, his 
heart giving heavy jerks in fear. 

“Get out of the dais, you will 
explain everything later,” the 
headmaster said. 

Daniel led the embarrassed 
choir from the dais. But he was 
not just embarrassed, he was full 
of fear. 
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Across: 

I. A woodcnftnetallic musical 
instrument with bars of varying 
length. 

7. A browsing loiter on the 
Internet. 

9. Come up] 

10. Love excessively 

I I. A stage of learning 

12. The, former 

13. Us collectively - 

14. Institute of EHiication 
(Abbr.) 

16. An archaic interjec^bn for 
look, sec. 

l'il.-One single item. 

18. The masculine . 

19. Adornments arourid the 
waist 

21 . Strong and Courageous 

22. Tho -greateSt point pf 
perfection- 

23. Ovethenglng lower edges 

of a roof ; ‘ i' .r '; 1 -" ' . .. 

, 24. A major division of the ’ 

. Bible .- . • :- ‘l; 

Pown; f 
L The frit sb^ to Bstlfer .and J 
Gu^ri Vasbati. - v 

' - £ . A’lbns li^'irpd . | 


r'; A ' Consecra^dri' qr a WHiious 

5,, ^ : lp^fti oac eiia qra.tqjc 

. : j.-;, H v.;..vy 


that can be'tightened as the 
other is.puiled. 

6. Organs of bearing. 

8. An indicative personal 
pronoun of *‘1" 

1 l-.ChrisliariEducatioit(Abbr). 
13. Fierce wlid^nimals of the' 
dog family, 

1 5 To go away from a place. 

. 17, A preposition used before 
adverbs and adjectives to make 
s comparison 
39. A badly behaved child 

20. An exam 

21, To happen, occur or take 
place ■ 

22 The fote limb. .. 1 
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